
North Springfield Civic Association

IN THIS ISSUE:
President’s Message
Hello fellow North Springfield Residents,

The NSCA Officers and I want to bring you up to speed on 
things related to the Civic Association. There has been a lot 
of information and  communication swirling about on social 
media concerning the NSCA and we wanted to make sure 
the information was accurate.

There are two topics that we want to address and make 
sure you are fully informed:

Annual Officer Elections
In March, as outlined in the NCSA bylaws, the association 
president convened a nominating committee to secure 
nominations for the next NCSA officers. This process 
was completed, but the Covid-19 pandemic derailed all 
NCSA activities including the ability to conduct regular 
meetings at the elementary school, or anywhere, in person.  
Therefore, the May meeting, which is designated as the 
civic association’s annual meeting at which officers are 
elected, could not take place. The NCSA Board of Directors 
(officers and committee chairs) discussed and considered 
all options as to how to address the inability to hold the May 
meeting. We researched guidance on other companies’ 
responses to the public health emergency, and the legal 
requirements. We also heard from several residents 
suggesting that electronic voting could be the solution. 
We, therefore, researched the legal and logistical issues 
surrounding the move to an electronic format. We took into 
consideration the research and opinions of the NCSA legal 
agent and concluded that our guiding principle needed to be 
providing the membership with the greatest opportunity to 
exercise their membership voting rights.  We considered the 
need to provide proper notice of the meeting, and the need 
to follow the procedures set forth in our bylaws regarding 
nominations. We concluded that the best option to allow 
the most members to participate would be to reschedule 
the annual meeting for the earliest scheduled opportunity, 
which is our next regular meeting in October. On June 12, 
the Board of Directors voted and approved a resolution to 
extend the current officers’ terms until we (the community 
and association members) can safely assemble and 
conduct our annual meeting, to include officer elections. It 
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Help us help the environment without missing any issues of 
the NSCA newsletter by signing up to receive an electronic-
only format. You will no longer receive the hard copy of 
the newsletter but will be among the first to receive the 
newsletter when it is published. Sign up by emailing Nancy 
Moore at newsletter@nscivic.org. Please include your street 
address along with the email addresses you’d like to have the 
newsletter sent to.
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Pat is a Senior helping Seniors on: 

• Getting your home organized and renovated as 
needed 

• Guidance on what types of housing for downsizing 

• Marketing your home for the best price & terms 

• Negotiating and advocating 

• Taking extra special steps to market during    
Covid-19 

I have over 45 years’ experience & am a Senior Real 
Estate Specialist with many satisfied clients. 

PAT SAWHNEY 

RE/MAX 100 

Patsawhney42@gmail.com 

703-395-9214 

See my video ad at                 

GetMovingWithPat.com 
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Siding, Doors, Roofs &  
Windows Brought to you  
by Windows Plus

For an exceptional look in your  
home, please contact the office at  
WindowsPlus@WindowsPls.com  
or call 703-256-0600.

•  Wrapped in Traditions
•  Designed with Efficiency
•  Offered with Options
•  Provided with Excellence

VA#2705083994A

703.256.0600 • www.WindowsPls.com
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Quality Early Care and Education for Children age 3-5 years and Families, Since 1991! 
www.mjchildcare.com 

703 354-5913 
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PARENTING DURING A PANDEMIC
Caryn Chmielewski

Parents-to-be are often warned about the trials of 
parenting: teething, sleep deprivation, potty training. We’re 
warned about these obstacles and given resources on 
how to tackle these challenges. Unfortunately, there was 
no training on how to parent during a global pandemic, no 
class we could take, no book we could read. 

One day we were taking our kids to their gymnastics 
class, dropping them off at school, setting up play dates, 
and the next day we were told to stay home. 

While scary, it was kind of fun at first. I personally felt 
like when we’re told to hunker down because of an incoming 
blizzard: go stock up on some groceries, make sure you’ve 
got some batteries, and expect to go build a snowman after 
the snow falls. After about a week reality sets in. We’re stuck 
at home, isolated from anyone outside of our immediate 
family, scared to leave the house and desperately googling 
how and where to buy a mask. 

When the pandemic first hit, most of us sheltered in 
place at home and learned how to survive working from 
home and parenting, or just parenting at home without 
school or activities or play dates to occupy our kids’ time. 
We were their entertainment 24/7. While that was its own 
kind of exhausting, we were essentially all on a level playing 
field. No one was taking their kids to the playground, or the 
pool, or for play dates. Fast forward three months and we 
are slowly coming out of our shells and seeing if it is safe. 
What we are finding is that, as with much of life, what is safe 
is relative to the person you’re asking. That brings a whole 
new challenge to parenting during a pandemic, and that is 
what I want to focus on. 

The government has said that the state of Virginia is 
ready to reopen. Restaurants, retail shops, playgrounds 
and pools are reopening, along with many other businesses 
and facilities. Now we must each decide for ourselves what 
we feel comfortable taking our kids out to do. The new 
challenge for parents is finding like-minded friends with 
whom they are comfortable spending time, maybe forming 
a quarantine bubble - an agreement between two or more 
families to only socialize with each other, which allows 
them to be together without distancing or masks. The new 
challenge is finding a way to tell your kids that you’re not 
taking them to Johnny’s birthday party even though their 
friend Jane is going because their mom and dad aren’t as 
mean as you are. As parents each make their own decisions, 
it can be hard to not feel like you’re hurting your children if 
you don’t let them play at the playground, or swim at the 
community pool, or go back to their ballet class. Where do 
you draw the line and how do you decide what is safe for 
your family and what isn’t? How do you not feel like a Mean 
Mommy? How do you avoid having a constant feeling of 
FOMO (Fear of Missing Out, for those not up on the lingo)?

HERE ARE SOME TIPS:

1. Establish a quarantine bubble if you haven’t already. Find a family (or 
more than one if you’re comfortable with that) that you can resume 
normal life with. This allows both you and your kids a chance to feel a 
bit of normalcy. It can also help to reestablish a daily schedule. For me 
personally, we’ve bubbled with one close friend and her kids and have 
afternoon outdoor play dates every weekday. We plan to move them 
indoors in the future. This has given my older child so much joy and 
has given my friend and me some breathing room. The kids can occupy 
each other, and we can talk to each other or just scroll mindlessly on 
our phones for a few minutes without feeling guilty. 

2. Recognize that every family has their own level of risk tolerance and that 
everyone has their own risk factors. I have never been one to take risks 
and a pandemic is not going to change that aspect of my personality. I 
shouldn’t be surprised therefore that those friends of mine who used to 
send their sick kids to school because “kids get sick” are now the same 
friends who aren’t worried about catching COVID-19. Those families 
have no members in the “high risk” category, so it’s not unreasonable 
for them to have a higher risk tolerance. I, on the other hand, have two 
members of my immediate family in “high risk” categories, so that is 
going to deter me from engaging in more risky behavior. 

3. Do your homework. Stay on top of what is happening with COVID-19, 
particularly in our community. There are several resources on-line, 
including the Fairfax County Department of Health COVID-19 website, 
the CDC website, the NIH website, and various news media. I also 
spoke with two pediatricians at my children’s practice to get their 
opinions on safe activities during quarantine. While you may not feel 
comfortable letting your children play on a playground today, you may 
find that in a week, if positive cases stay low in the county or state, you 
can recalculate the risk. The decisions you make about what is best 
for your family don’t have to be permanent. We are learning new things 
about COVID-19almost daily. Adjust your boundaries accordingly. For 
example, I was terrified of doing a quarantine bubble, but I did my 
research and I kept thinking about it and eventually decided the risk 
vs reward ratio was at a level I was comfortable with. A month ago, 
I couldn’t imagine renting a beach house for a week and now I am 
searching for rentals and seriously considering booking a house for 
a week. 

4. Be kind to your children and be kind to yourself. Remember that we as 
adults are having serious difficulty coping with the pandemic and we 
as adults are old enough to understand what is going on in the world. 
We are in control of our family and make the decisions for it. Children 
have varying levels of understanding of the pandemic and have little 
control (depending on age). If your child starts to show some regressive 
behaviors (potty accidents, nail biting, etc.) don’t shame them for it, 
or hassle them about it. Think about what behaviors you’ve adopted 
since this started (increased alcohol intake/increased retail therapy, 
etc.) and how you would feel if someone shamed you or attacked you 
for it. Lastly, be kind to yourself. Living through a pandemic is tough 
no matter who you are. However, I do truly believe that parents of 
young children have it much worse than their childless peers. This is 
not a judgment or criticism of those without children. It is simple fact 
that being responsible for another human being is always a challenge 
(one that most parents eagerly embrace when they decide to become 
parents) but no one expects to parent during a global crisis. 

Ultimately, we should do our best to be thoughtful in our 
parenting during this time and remember that children are 
resilient. We will get through this, both as individual families 
and as a community.  î
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COVID-19 SYMPTOMS  
& TESTING SITES
Litza Amurrio Sejas 
In addition to fever, dry cough, and shortness of breath, 
new COVID-19 symptoms were added in late April, which 
include sore throat, chills/shaking, muscle pain, headache, 
and a new loss of taste or smell. This list is not inclusive 
as nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, congestion, runny nose 
and other symptoms have been reported. If you have 
symptoms, please stay at home away from others and 
seek medical care. In the event of a medical emergency 
please call 911.

If you have medical insurance and a PCP (primary care 
provider), please call your PCP’s office as some can test 
in their office. If your PCP does not offer testing but 
recommends it, they can fax an order for you to be tested at 
the following places:

Virginia Hospital Center’s Drive-Through Collection Site
1425 N. Quincy Street, Arlington
Call 703-558-5766 to schedule an appointment.

Inova Urgent Care Respiratory Illness Clinics
Tysons, N. Arlington, and Dulles South

If you have medical insurance but do not have a PCP, many 
pharmacies and urgent cares can provide in-person, virtual 
and/or drive-up testing. Here are a few:

Inova Urgent Care Respiratory Illness Clinics 
Tysons, N. Arlington, and Dulles South
www.inova.org/locations/inova-urgent-care/respiratory-
clinics

Progressive Urgent Care & Primary Care 
Annandale
Call 703-333-5001 for an appointment.
www.progressiveurgentcare.com

PM Pediatrics Urgent Care 
Springfield Plaza
Call 703-644-5437.
www.pmpediatrics.com/coronavirus-covid-19-frequently-
asked-questions

CVS Health
There are 7 CVS locations in Fairfax County offering no-
cost drive-thru self-administered testing, though you may 
have to pay a copay. Free if uninsured. The closest one is 
on Little River Turnpike in Annandale.
www.cvs.com/minuteclinic/covid-19-testing

If you don’t have medical insurance:

CVS Health 
Offers no-cost drive-thru self-administered testing if 
uninsured.

INOVA Cares Clinics for Families (ICCF)
The closest locations are Annandale (571-665-6636) and 
Alexandria (571-665-6599).
www.inova.org/sites/default/files/covid19/deocuments/
covid_19_services_medicaid_uninsured.pdf

Neighborhood Health
There are 6 locations that offer free testing if patients meet 
their sliding scale fee. Call 703-535-5568 for a telemedicine 
visit and request a testing appointment.
http://neighborhoodhealthva.org/patients-service-
changes/ 

For a full list of testing sites in Fairfax Country, please go 
to https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/sites/health/
files/assets/documents/pdf/coronavirus/covid19_testing_
fairfax.pdf.

Lastly, most insurances are covering nasopharyngeal or 
oropharyngeal COVID-19 testing at 100%; however, the 
rapid testing is not covered by most insurances as of yet. 
Consultations, telemedicine or in-person will be billed to 
the insurance and a copay will most likely apply. Please 
check with your insurance on compete coverage.

NOTE: Information regarding COVID-19 changes daily. 
The information above is from 6/17/2020. Please check 
the medical facility for the most updated information on 
their testing protocols.  î

SP
ON

SO
RE

D 
AD



5North Springfield Civic Association J U LY  2 0 2 0

SP
ON

SO
RE

D 
AD

The North Springfield Civic Association is pleased to 
feature Jo Ann Sieve, owner of Sieve Accounting & Tax 
Service, LLC, in this month’s Sponsor Spotlight.

Jo Ann has operated her own tax and accounting 
business out of her North Springfield home since July of 
1986. She had previously worked as an Internal Auditor 
for a local corporation, while assisting friends and family 
with tax work and setting up their small businesses on 
the side. Jo Ann had always wanted to own her own 
business and saw an opportunity to turn the services 
she had been providing on a smaller scale into just 
that. She has now been providing tax and accounting 
services to individuals and small businesses for over 30 
years, and she finds a lot of joy and personal fulfillment 
in helping people manage their finances and setting 
small businesses up for success.

Jo Ann grew up in Falls Church, attending Bishop 
O’Connell for high school and then heading to James 
Madison University. Her love for accounting began while 
she was in high school, and she earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in accounting as well as an MBA at Marymount 
University in Arlington. In addition to running a 
successful business, she has raised four children in the 
North Springfield community and has found it to be a 

wonderful place to raise her family. Her children remain 
close by, and Jo Ann enjoys getting to spend time with 
them and her four grandchildren.

Outside of work, Jo Ann is an avid reader,  and enjoys 
cooking and baking as well as attending baseball games, 
concerts, and local theater productions. She has been 
actively involved in the community, previously serving as 
Treasurer for the North Springfield Civic Association and 
Membership Officer for the North Springfield Swim Club. 
She volunteers as a driver with Meals on Wheels of Eastern 
Fairfax and serves on the board of that organization. 

Jo Ann’s best advice for her potential clients 
is to keep good records, especially where home 
improvements and stock transactions are concerned. 
If you, a family member, or a friend are looking for a 
trustworthy local business to answer your accounting 
and financial questions, be sure to give Jo Ann a call. We 
are so grateful to have the generous support of Sieve 
Accounting and Tax Service, LLC, and all of our sponsors 
who make this newsletter possible. î

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT: Jo Ann Sieve
Annaliese Rastelli
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We are opened! 11am – 8pm every day! 
         Adhering to Covid-19 safety precautions.	

	
Amenities:	Food	Truck	Fridays;	Tennis	Court;	Swim	Lessons;	Lap	Swimming;	Dolphin	Snack	Shack;	

Sand	Volleyball	Court;	Ping	Pong;	Frisbee	Golf,	Gated	Baby	Pool;	Playground;	Family	
Dressing/Bathroom;	Horseshoe	pit;	and	more!	

For	membership	information	contact	Ken	Balbuena.		kenbalbuena@gmail.com	
For	general	questions	contact	Stephen	Frey,	merenkulku@yahoo.com.	

Also on Facebook @North.Springfield.Swim.Club	
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NORTH SPRINGFIELD SWIM CLUB 
(NSSC) IS
Stephen Frey

Dear Neighbors,

Opening our local swim club is a yearly challenge, from 
coordinating a spring cleanup of our forested lot from one 
end to the other, getting the pool swimmable, and dealing 
with many maintenance and repair issues to getting our 
membership all paid up and staff hired. This year involved 
trying to deal with all of the above in the midst of a global 
pandemic, which not only complicated every task but 
also threatened to cancel the season. In fact, the club 
stood empty over Memorial Day Weekend, our traditional 
opening weekend, when Fairfax County ordered all pools 
to remain closed.

However, despite all of the challenges, North 
Springfield has one of the few open community pools in 
Northern Virginia. Opening day was Saturday, June 13. 
While many neighboring clubs are still in the process of 
opening, we are open daily for members from 11AM to 
8PM by reservation.

This is an accomplishment that we can all be proud of! 
Thanks to all of you who assisted, starting with our board 
members and their families, our ‘Opening Committee’, our 
advisors, the army of cleanup volunteers, and everyone who 
assisted in so many ways big and small. 

Special thanks also to all of you who trusted in us and 

paid their annual fees (both active and inactive) without 
knowing whether we would be able to open and if so in what 
capacity. Your trust in us made it possible to get us to 
this point.

NSSC is operating in compliance with Virginia’s phased 
opening guidance. Members reserve slots for swim 
lanes or the baby pool in one hour blocks. Two lanes are 
reserved for families or those who prefer direct access 
to the stairs or ladders. Members may also use the Dive 
well during their reservation, all while maintaining social 
distancing. Cleaning is done hourly by staff and cleaning 
supplies are available for members to clean off furniture 
prior and after use. Active members may also enjoy the 
tennis, pickleball and basketball courts. Unfortunately, 
social distancing currently prevents us from inviting 
guests or hosting social events at this time. We will 
continue to adjust our operations as Virginia continues  
its phased reopening.

Despite having reduced capacity, we are still accepting 
new members. Come on by and take a look around. Some 
of our neighbors have already visited and are our newest 
members. If you are planning to include North Springfield 
Swim Club as part of your summer plans, DON’T DELAY! 
There are two months left in this summer season, and we 

(Continued on page 8)

OPEN!
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Feel free to contact me about any of your 
Real Estate issues or questions.
* Proven track record of Real Estate marketing success!          
* Full Time Agent with over 250+ homes sold!
* Long & Foster “Outstanding Service Award” winner
* North Springfield Homeowner!
* North Springfield Native
* 19 year “Top Producer”
         

My 3 Most Recently Listed Homes In 
North Springfield Have Each Sold Within 1 week!

Bill Amery Realtor (R)

Cell: 703-577-7834
E-mail: bill.amery@LNF.com

website: BillHomes.com

I am available to provide you with a “no pressure” assess-
ment of your homes value. Free advice on current market 
trends and the cost of renovations versus selling “As-Is”.   
I’ll also provide you with samples of my 
custom floor plans, 
virtual staging 
and brochure work.  

SOLD !
SOLD !

7601 Long Pine Drive
4 bd’s 3 ba’s, updated-roof, window, HVAC

Orig baths and kitch-Sold “As-Is”   

SALE !
SALE !

5323 Ravensworth Rd
3 bd’s 1.5 ba’s, Updated HVAC, Windows and 

Nice Kitchen! Great “Fixer-Upper!

7300 Husky Lane
4 bd’s 3 ba’s, nicely updated with rare
double garage in North Springfield! 

SOLD !
SOLD !

SOLD !
SOLD !

FUTURE CONSTRUCTION WORKER WARREN!
Nancy Moore 

Kelly and Ryan Deneault have lived in the neighborhood for 5 years. Their son, 
Warren, celebrated his second birthday in September and became a big brother. 
The family began taking short family outings walking to the Flag Run construction 
site to watch the operation. Warren’s interest in construction took off and the family 
visited 2-3 times a week. When they first started going the workers would politely 
wave. Once the workers realized they were coming regularly, they started chatting 
with the family on their breaks and would show Warren the different pieces of 
equipment. Warren struck up a friendship with Darrell, the foreman/engineer in 
charge. Darrell was always driving the biggest excavator, which clearly impressed 
Warren! When Darrel first talked to Warren he was so starstruck he didn’t say a 
word. As time went on, Warren would watch Darrell and yell things like “Good job 
Darrell!” or “Hi Darrell!” He talked about him at home and wanted Darrell to come 
over and play.

These outings led to a touching 
exchange. The crew gave Warren his own 
construction site outfit, complete with a 

safety vest, hard hat and protective goggles. Warren reacted with the stunned 
silence of an overwhelmed 2-year-old, but everyone could tell he was very excited 
and proud! He wears his new outfit around the house and whenever he visits the 
construction site. To show his thanks, Warren helped bake some brownies that 
they took to the construction crew.

 Flag Run Park is starting to come together; you can see how nice when 
the work is completed. Warren will be sad to see Darrell and his buddies go, 
but it will be a wonderful place to visit and play when the work is finished. 
Thank you to the Flag Run construction crew from the Deneault Family and 
all North Springfield residents!  î
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LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES
Nancy Moore 

There is a wonderful new way 
of sharing books called “Little Free 
Libraries.” You’ll see them popping 
up all over the neighborhoods! Joni 
Wauhop announced her “Sharing 
Library,” (pictured) located at the 
corner of Juliet and Gresham Streets 
(5214 Juliet Street) on Facebook. It is 
so cute! Joni says it includes mostly 
children’s books, but a kind neighbor 
tossed in some adult novels. Check 
it out! I thought it would be nice to 
publish all the libraries that are in the 
22151 zip code area for the kids who 

are home and may be looking for some new reading material. Joni pointed me 
to the https://littlefreelibrary.org/ website where you can search by zip code. 
Here are the libraries in our zip code along with notes from the owners of these 
libraries. Happy Reading, North Springfield!

5624 Ravenel Lane
Springfield VA 22151
 My daughter LOVES books and had dreamed of having a Little Free Library. This is a 
blue and green double-decker library with motion lights. Enjoy!

8919 Cromwell Drive
Springfield VA 22151
langlittlefreelibrary@dougandjulie.com
 Once upon a time, there was a nice little neighborhood corner that had friendly foot 
traffic, copious cruising cars, and a  delightful dream. The corner dreamed that 
someday everyone who passed it would have a chance to travel to lands far and near, 
lands within and outside imagination, lands of magic, myth, and mystery. One day, 
a beautiful girl made its dream come true by opening a nice little library there, with 
books to serve as free passports for people of all ages! Travel on, reader.

Nan’s FLL
nanpeck4@gmail.com
7917 Foote Lane
Springfield VA 22151
 This library has a top apartment with a fireplace, piano, and library. When you open the 
door, lights come on as well.

N. Springfield Little Free Library
7118 Dalhouse Street
Springfield VA 22151
 We wanted to promote reading and connections among our neighbors in North 
Springfield, so we decided to start a LFL! We are the bright yellow newspaper vending 
box on Dalhouse Street. Hope you stop in to take and/or share a book! 

Little Free Library
5411 Nutting Drive
Springfield VA 22151
 This Little Free Library was built by Cub Scout Pack 991 Arrow of Light Den in March 
2016. It was donated to the Ravensworth Elementary School PTA, Pack 991’s Charter

7307 Leesville Blvd
Springfield, VA 22151
And one more!  î

MINORITY OUTREACH
Ivan Carrasco
The Minority Outreach Committee would like 
to congratulate the Class of 2020!!

Yes, we are very proud of all you for 
accomplishing another milestone in your life.

We wish you all the best in your future. 
Remember to never turn down your internal 
flame to stand for a better world, the truth, 
liberty and justice for all!

There are many great things to come thanks 
to your leadership, commitment, honest and 
very hard work.

As neighbors we hope to cherish once again 
all your forthcoming achievements.

God bless you all! 

CLEAN UP DAY 2020 
CANCELLED
Clean Up Day, which was scheduled for 
Saturday July 25, 2020, has been cancelled.  
We will reschedule this event as soon 
as Fairfax County allows scheduling of 
community events. 

SIGNAGE IN NORTH 
SPRINGFIELD
Calvin Coleman,  
Beautification Chair
Good News! A new brick sign is coming to 
the entrance of North Springfield at Leesville. 
This was voted on and approved by the 
Board of Directors. The next step is to make 
sure we have all the correct permission and 
permits from VDOT since the location is 
technically their land. Stay tuned for updates 
as we have them available.

The sign at the corner of Leesville and 
Heming is getting a makeover. The area 
has been cleaned up and Trish Coleman 
volunteered her time to paint the sign. Thank 
you, Trish! 

reduced capacity. Please contact our 
membership team (MembershipNSSC@gmail.
com) for more information and to arrange a 
tour. Please contact me with any questions and 
also if you would like to be a sponsor.

We hope to see you this summer!  

Best regards,
Stephen Frey (merenkulku@yahoo.com)
President, NSSC  
(https://www.ns-sc.org/)  
(https://www.facebook.com/North.Springfield.
Swim.Club/) î

NORTH SPRINGFIELD SWIM 
CLUB (NSSC) IS OPEN! 
(Continued from page 6)
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NEIGHBORHOOD WHIMSY:  
The Adventures of Stayce and Hope, 
the Stay at Home Bears
Laurie Graham 

What started as a two-week project turned into more than two 
months of “Stayce, Hope, Rupert, and Emma” art installations designed 
to uplift the spirits of neighbors, both old and young. Cathy England 
was inspired in April by Christine Haber’s Hokie Bears on Long Pine, 
as well as the memory of Floppy, a weak-necked teddy bear, whose 
adventures she chronicled during her last year as front office staff at 
Columbia Elementary in Annandale. 

Cathy produced more than 50 installations, telling the stories 
of Stayce, Hope, and their little friends. They enjoyed washing the 
car, running a farmer’s market, playing badminton, and for the final 
installation — a Flag Day birthday party. The birthday party was a 
request from two little girls, Hunny and Kylie, who asked if they could 
spend their own birthdays with the bears. 

The bear’s fans would walk by every day to see what new adventures 
were afoot. Especially interested were little children, who would stop to 
interact with the bears. One small girl was particularly fond of Rupert, 

the little yellow dog who was a bit of a sidekick, so before retiring the installations, Cathy re-homed lucky Rupert so that he 
could go live with his new friend. 

Bonnie O’Leary suggested a mailbox for Stayce and Hope. Children (and adults) were encouraged to write letters and 
draw pictures for the toys. Every adorable letter or drawing was answered by Stayce or Hope. As one young letter-writer 
penned, “Thank you for make us happy every day.” I think we all would like to thank Cathy and her cast of characters:Stayce, 
Hope, Rupert, and Emma, for a more enjoyable spring, filled with teddy bear adventures and innocent fun.  î
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5250 Port Royal Rd
Springfield, VA 22151

703-321-77333

Restaurant and Sports BarRestaurant and Sports Bar

SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
BUY 1 ENTREE AT FULL PRICE
GET THE SECOND ENTREE 1/2 OFF*

* No coupons or other discounts. Dine in only.
Limit 1 coupon per table. Valid thru February 28, 2019
Excluding Valentine's Day

You’ll notice that there are quite a 
few new contributing authors in our 
newsletter this month. Thank you to all 
of these wonderful residents who offered 
to contribute articles; they are fantastic 
and very informative. The more people 
we can involve in our North Springfield 
neighborhood newsletter the better! 
This added content will help to make the 
newsletter more useful and interesting 
for all of our residents. If you would like 
to contribute an article to the newsletter, 
please email me at Newsletter@NSCIVIC.
org. 

Thank you so much, North Springfield!  

- Nancy Moore

New NSCA  
Newsletter Authors
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PARKS & 
RECREATION
Kathy Field  parks@nscivic.org

Flag Run at Elgar Street Stream 
Restoration Project Update from 
FFX County Department of Public 
Works & Environmental Services

“We are making good progress and are on schedule to 
meet the end August completion date.

We are now working on the lower half of the stream.  
There are two crews on site working on opposite ends of the 
stream. The crew working from Elgar Street has completed 
the structure downstream of the culvert that passes under 
Elgar and the portion of the stream that is above the sanitary 
sewer main. After this work was completed they moved down 
to the pipe outfall that comes off Ravensworth and have 
also completed this tributary. They are now working on the 
main stem of the stream and moving down towards the 
second crew.  

The second crew has started working on the area by 
I-495. They have stabilized the channel that ran parallel to the 
wall and are now working on the structure upstream of the 
I-495 culvert and the pipe outfall that comes off of Dunston 
Street. The crews will continue towards each other until they 
meet and then they will finish the remaining stream section 
near Elgar Street. Planting is scheduled to occur this fall for 
the entire project.”  

Additional updates delivered to NSCA on a monthly 
basis. For any questions or concerns in the meantime, please 
contact parks@nscivic.org.

Lake Accotink Master Plan Revision  
Meetings Postponed
The Lake Accotink Master Plan Revision community meetings 
(at Cardinal Forest Elementary School on 3/31/2020 and 
at Lake Accotink Park on 4/18/2020) were postponed 
indefinitely due to Coronavirus (COVID-19) safety precautions. 
As of 6/26/2020, there has been no announcement for the 
rescheduled meetings.

 WHEN: 2nd Sun of every Month  
 TIME: 9:00am -11:00ish 
 WHERE: Several Meeting Locations 
*Lake Accotink Trail entrance Ellet and Inverchapel (Mary Keeser, 
Yasmine Marrero) 

*Lake Accotink Marina (Jim Hickey, Arika VanBrunt) 

*Lake Accotink Trail entrance at the end of Danbury                    
Forest/Lonsdale Dr. (Meghan Walker) 

*Lake Accotink Trail entrance Queensbury and Hatteras  
(Dave Gibson, Margaret Kinder)  

Register: https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/custom/1380/#/organization_details/71653  
ACTIVITIES: Pick-up or bring your own trash bags from FLAP Volunteer and hit 
the trail to fill your trash bags with debris carelessly dumped, dropped 
Note: Long sleeves, gloves, boots and long pants are encouraged 
 
DONATIONS: Mail to FLAP P.O. Box 1203 Springfield VA 22151   
Send an e-mail to contact@flapaccotink.org  for additional Volunteer 
opportunities.  

Help Lake Accotink 
VOLUNTEER 

SERVICE HOURS  

facebook.com/friendsoflakeaccotinkpark/ 
twitter.com/accotinkfriends 
www.flapaccotink.org 
 

 
 

LOCAL PARK EVENTS:

While most of the FCPA parks and parking lots, including 
Audrey Moore and Lake Accotink Parks, are now open, FCPA 
summer camps and park programs through August have 
been cancelled. 

“After careful consideration and consultation with health 
officials, the county’s senior leadership team, other local 
park agency directors, and Park Authority leadership, 
the Fairfax County Park Authority has canceled summer 
camps and park programs through August.”

Please see https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/coronavirus 
for up-to-date changes.

FRIENDS OF LAKE ACCOTINK PARK:  
Monthly cleanup at the lake 
July 12, 2020 @ 9:00am

August 9, 2020 @ 9:00am

September 13, 2020 @ 9:00am

• Only one meet up location this time: Lake Accotink Marina 
(Sign-in at the FLAP shed, adjacent to the large pavilion)

• Facemasks are mandatory. Long sleeves, gloves, boots and 
long pants are encouraged.

Do you know any Parks & Recs events or info that  
should be shared with our neighbors? Please reach  
out to parks@nscivic.org!  î
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RECIPE CORNER
Mom’s Apple Cake
Submitted by Jennifer Ellis Corcoran

DIRECTIONS:

Heat oven to 350°F (175°C). Grease and flour 
a tube pan. Peel, core and slice apples. Toss 
with cinnamon and 5 tablespoons sugar and 
set aside. (You can do this in advance; store 
in the fridge)

Stir together flour, baking powder and salt in 
a large mixing bowl. In a separate bowl, whisk 
(or stir) together oil, orange juice, sugar, vanilla 
and eggs. Mix wet ingredients into dry ones; 
scrape down the bowl to ensure all ingredients 
are incorporated.

This cake is layered with batter and apples – 
usually it is about 6 layers for me. Using your 
spoon or scraper drizzle a thin layer of batter 
onto bottom of tube pan (batter is thick and 
should ribbon). Cover with one layer of apples 
neatly arranged on top of batter. Repeat until 
you run out of batter and apples. Bake for 
about 1 1/2 hours, or until a tester comes out 
clean. If the cake is browning too fast, cover 
top with foil.  

Cool completely before running knife between 
cake and pan and unmolding onto a platter. 
This cake holds at room temperature in a 
cake saver for a week. It tastes best if you 
make a day in advance.

If you have a recipe you’d like to share please 
send it to Nancy Moore at Newsletter@
NSCIVIC.org. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to share your family recipes and culinary 
traditions with your neighbors!  î

INGREDIENTS:

For the apples
6 apples (can use any kind or a variety)
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon
5 tablespoons (65 grams) granulated sugar

For the cake
2 3/4 cups (360 grams) flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 teaspoon fine sea or table salt
1 cup (235 ml) vegetable oil 
2 cups (400 grams) granulated sugar
1/4 cup (60 ml) orange juice
2 1/2 (13 ml) teaspoons vanilla extract
4 large eggs

2020-2021 NSCA OFFICER’S SLATE

The NSCA Nominating Committee has convened and selected the slate 
of officers for the 2020-2021 term. The NSCA elections will be held at our 
General Meeting on October 7th. Given the possibility that we may not be able 
to hold an in-person meeting at the North Springfield Elementary School, we 
are planning alternatives.  

We will update everyone in our September newsletter as to the status of 
the meeting location or alternative voting option. One possibility is to hold the 
vote by email, so please be sure that if you are currently a NSCA member you 
have provided your correct email address. To verify your membership status 
and contact information, please email Donna Moore, our Membership Chair, at 
membership@NSCIVIC.org.  

This is a reminder that only members in good standing who have paid their 
2020 dues ($15.00/year) will be eligible to vote. To join the NSCA, please see 
page 20 for details.  

For a description of the following Board positions, please visit http://nscivic.
org/bylaws.html to read the NSCA By-Laws.

PRESIDENT - Craig Delaney 
VICE PRESIDENT - Scott Pratt *
TREASURER - Casey Delaney *

SECRETARY - Julie Steven 
*Denotes Incumbent

2020-2021 NSCA SLATE OF OFFICER BIOGRAPHIES:
Craig Delaney:
Craig is a long time resident of North Springfield.  He’s been part of the neighborhood since 1969.  
Craig has over 27 years of experience in accounting and management with a MBA from Virginia 
Tech. He’s served on several non-profit boards and committees in various capacities, such as: 
President, Treasurer, Program Director, and Audit Committee Lead. Craig fondly remembers his 
childhood in North Springfield and wants to give back to the community by serving as President of 
the civic association.

Scott Pratt:
Scott Pratt is a life-long resident of North Springfield (59 years); he served as the NSCA Vice 
President this past year. A product of Fairfax County Public Schools, attending North Springfield ES, 
Holmes MS & Thomas Jefferson HS (pre high tech). The only time away from North Springfield was 
to attend James Madison University. Upon graduation from JMU, Scott worked briefly for Electronic 
Data Systems, then Sears and Roebuck for 17 years and currently works for Fairfax County Public 
Schools in the IT department. Civic duties were instilled in him from his early years with both 
parents serving as role models in various community functions; this transcended as Scott has 
been active over the years as PTA president at NSES, past NSCA President and vice president 
positions along with supporting various school functions and active in supporting the military with 
a membership in good standing at the American Legion Post 1976 in Annandale. The white house 
with the flagpole on the corner of Heming and Gresham has been owned by a Pratt since 1961; 
current residents include his wife and 4 daughters.

Casey Delaney:
Casey Delaney has a degree in Public Administration from JMU, which includes studies in 
accounting, budgeting, and financial management. She has experience working on fundraising 
for various political campaigns. She has also worked on the North Springfield Elementary School 
PTA Audit, the Fairfax County PTA Audit, and the North Springfield Community Association (NSCA) 
Audit. She currently holds the position of Treasurer for NSCA. She is also an employee of Fairfax 
County Public Schools. Casey enjoys running, reading, and traveling. She has been a resident of 
North Springfield since 2006. She resides with her husband and three children.  

Julie Steven: 
Julie has lived in North Springfield for 14 years. She has been a Fairfax County Public School 
teacher for 30 years, the last 22 at NSES, where was was elected Outstanding Teacher in 2018. She 
is a published children’s author. She is the founder of South Run Dog Park and past president of 
the Wakefield Chorale, a local singing group. Julie is the current editor of the NSCA newsletter. She 
walks her dogs in the neighborhood every day and knows many residents. She would like to help 
make NS an even better place to live by serving as Secretary of the NSCA.  î
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Casey Delaney

As I write this report, we are coming to 
a close on our current fiscal year, which 
runs to June 30, 2020. During our fiscal 
year we collected around $15,500. This 
includes $5,500 from membership dues 
and almost $5,000 in household donations. 
The additional $5,000 was collected for 
advertising in our newsletter. 

The $5,000 we collect for advertising in 
our newsletter goes towards printing and 
bundling by Girl Scout Troop 630. We spent 
around $5,000 for the newsletter, so those 
numbers cancel each other out. 

The amounts received from members 
of the association support common area 
maintenance and beautification of our 
community, dues to the Fairfax Federation 
of Citizens Associations and the Braddock 
District Chapter, administrative/other 
expenses, and community activities. 

We spent a little over $5,300 on 
maintenance and beautification this year; 
this includes mowing at the Ravensworth 
entrance to North Springfield along the 
Leesville retaining wall up to the corner of 
Heming, and weed control, fertilization, and 
seeding to maintain our lush green areas. 
This year, we did not spend any money on 
additional plants or tree cutting.

Due to COVID-19, we spent around $850 
on community activities this year. We were 
only able to support the neighborhood’s first 
annual potluck, held in September at Lake 
Accotink. We hope to support our normal 
programs involving North Springfield Pool 
and Annandale High School this coming year.

Administrative/other expenses totaled 
around $900. This included things like 
retention of our post office box, new checks, 
Square fees, meeting refreshments, supplies 
for our membership drive, and quarterly 
water bills to keep a water line on Leesville. 

Again, due to COVID-19, Youth Awards 
were not given out this year. This event 
usually occurs in April and is sponsored by 
EagleBank. Unfortunately, 2020 was the last 
year for these awards.  î

NSCA FY 2020  
FINANCIAL DATA  
7/1/19 - 6/17/20

GUIDE FOR TIPPING
Nancy Moore 

This article was written before the COVID-19 pandemic. I hope and pray that 
things go back to normal and we will see this same server back at work soon!  Given 
the situation, when we are finally able to go out and enjoy a meal we don’t have to 
make ourselves (sounds great doesn’t it?,) please consider tipping more generously 
than these pre-COVID-19 guidelines recommend. I’m sure it would be appreciated. 
These people have much ground to make up after this long shutdown!

My husband and I recently had an eye-opening conversation with a server at 
a restaurant that we frequent. The server told us that while restaurant discount 
coupons (and Groupons) are a deal for the guest, that they can backfire on the 
server. For example, some Groupons that are worth $30.00 at the restaurant are 
purchased for $15.00. If the bill comes to $30.00, the guest pays nothing. And 
instead of tipping 20% on $30 (for a tip of $6.00), some guests tip on the Groupon 
total of $15. This reduces the tip to $3. So unfair to the wait staff who rely on those 
tips to pay their bills! That conversation spurred me to do some research on proper 
ways of tipping.  

I obtained these tips from various web sites including AARP and BankRate.com.

RESTAURANT TIPPING GUIDELINES:
Most servers make well below minimum wage so tips comprise a major portion of their 
salary.  Restaurant gratuities do depend on how well you are served, if your order is correct 
and how attentive the server is.  However, the server has no control over the taste of your 
meal and shouldn’t be penalized for that.  Instead, ask for a replacement meal!  The rule of 
thumb is leave a tip that is reflective of the service provided and is based on the total cost 
of the meal before discounts.  Also, check your bill to be sure that a gratuity hasn’t been 
automatically added to your bill.  You may or may not want to supplement that depending 
on the amount added.  Here are the recommended tipping guidelines I found:

Restaurant wait staff: 15 to 20 percent of the pretax (and pre-reduced by the coupon/
Groupon) amount. Tip on the full amount of the meal cost!

Takeout: No tip is necessary when you pick up your own food. But if you receive some 
service, like a waiter delivering the food to your car, then tip $1 or $2, or up to 10 percent.

Tip jars at fast-food counters: Nothing required; it’s your call.

HOTEL TIPPING
Hotel porter toting your bags: $2 to $3 per bag.

Room service with gratuity included on the bill: $2, if the server sets up the meal in  
your room.

Room service without gratuity included: 20 percent of the meal price.

Toiletry/towel delivery: $2.

Doorman if he hails your cab: $2 to $4.

Concierge who fulfills guest’s request: $5 to $25, depending on the difficulty of the 
task. For example, snagging tickets to a sold-out show or event is harder than making 
dinner reservations.

Housekeeping: $2 per day at a budget hotel; $3 to $5 per day at a luxury hotel. Leave the 
tip on a desk or counter in your room. Remember staff rotates, so leave this tip daily.

TRAVEL TIPPING GUIDELINES:
Always check the tipping customs for the country to which you are traveling. Some 
cultures do not tip, others do. Tips for those that do. Always tip in cash and in the 
currency of the country you’re visiting. 

Cruise ships: You will be given instructions for tipping when boarding.

(Continuted on page 19)
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SCOUTING CORNER
Jennifer Ellis Corcoran 

North Springfield has a vibrant scouting community 
spanning kindergarten through high school.  The quarantine 
hasn’t stopped our Scouts! Troops and dens are meeting 
virtually, continuing the fellowship and service that are 
hallmarks of the movement. Our Cub and Girl Scout troops 
worked together to help those impacted by the quarantine 
with a very successful food drive. Over Memorial Day 
weekend, the Scouts set out donation boxes, ran a drop off, 
and collected three very full minivans worth of food that they 
donated to ACCA (Thank you, neighbors!). Our scouts are 
working to make the world a better place and new Scouts 
are always welcome. Email jenrellis@gmail.com for info.  

Daisies in Troop 55098 are working hard on their petals 
and went to the fire station for their Safety Award. During 
the holidays, they visited The Hermitage to spread holiday 
cheer, singing songs and sharing cards.

Daisy Troop 55053 earned Cybersecurity, Daisy Trail 
Adventure, Eco Learner (and cleaned the field at NSES the 
night before Boosterthon as part of it), Making Choices, 
and Talk It Up. They also went to the fire station to do their 
Safety Award and for fun to ICE!

Brownie Girl Scout Troop 55045 has been meeting 
virtually weekly. They’ve completed badges on women’s 
suffrage, preparedness, cybersecurity, caring for pets, and 
more, and had a troop camp-in.  

Junior Girl Scout Troop 120 has had a busy year. During 
the quarantine they’ve continued to meet, and held a virtual 
camp-in and slumber party. Fifth graders Zara Asleigh, 
Amalka Benavides, Charlotte Brown, Olivia Castellucci, Molly 
Corcoran, Sarah Guy, and Charlotte Holbrook are hard at 
work on their Bronze Award, successfully petitioning Fairfax 
County to add a Purple Recycling Bin to Audrey Moore Rec 
Center. Before the quarantine they met with Penny Gross, 
learned about cyber security, became detectives and flower 
experts, and went on a pioneering camping weekend where 
they sampled life in the 1800s.  

Cadette Troop 630 went skiing in March and are 
meeting weekly during the quarantine, where they take 

turns teaching each other new skills. Kiera Dalrymple and 
Ella McGinity are working on their Silver Award project 
rehabilitating the horseshoe pits at the pool. They hope 
to hold a tournament once complete and the environment 
safely allows. Start practicing now!

Cub Scout Pack 678 has had a busy year. They held a 
STEM night with many science experiments in February 
and their annual Pinewood Derby the weekend before the 
quarantine. With over 30 racers, the competition was fierce.  
The winners from North Springfield were: JoJo Blanco, 
Henry Dyer, and Michael Corcoran, III. Since the quarantine, 
many Scouts have participated in the National and Council 
Camp-ins.  The Tigers learned about nutrition and teamwork 
and then attended a sporting event. They love going on hikes 
and practicing the “nature code.” During the quarantine, the 
Wolves are focusing on the Hobbies merit badge to keep 
things fun. The Bears earned their claws woodworking 
and learning knife safety and socially distant fishing. The 
Webelos finished their hiking and first aid requirements to 
move on to Arrow of Light.

Boy Scout Pack 980 is gearing up for the summer 
camping program to West Virginia and to Sea Base in the 
Florida Keys. The pandemic had not stopped the Scouts 
from working on lots of merit badges remotely through 
Zoom, Facetime, Skype and other means with Counselors. 
The Life Scouts are getting ready to start their Eagle 
projects, offering great community service to some nearby 
places of worship.

Lastly, a few adults were recognized as well for their 
outstanding support of scouting. Michael Corcoran, Jr. 
earned the Cross and Flame for his work as a Cub Scout Den 
Leader and Scout Master. Dana Benavides was awarded the 
Volunteer Appreciation Award from the Girl Scout Council 
for her work as Treasurer of Troop 120. North Springfield 
Elementary School was awarded the Plaque of Appreciation 
from the Girl Scout Council this spring for their consistent 
and unwavering support of scouting. It should be in the 
office when school opens back up. A big thanks to Susan 
Dallas, Chad McRae, and the facilities staff.  î
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SENIOR OUTREACH
Marie Norman  Seniors@nscivic.org

I have been slowly trying to put together a contact list of just the SENIORS in 
our Civic Association. I think it’s important that we be able to contact each other 
for important things but also just for fun and fellowship. If you are interested in 
being a part of that list, please contact me at www.seniors@nscivic.org

The Federal Trade commission reports that robocalls are down. Companies 
need your written permission to use robocalls to sell things to you. If you get 
robocalls, just hang up. If you press any numbers, you might get more calls. You 
can report robocalls to www.ftc.gov/complaint

Our neighbor, Allan Robertson, had a great post on the NSCA facebook page 
recently about “door to door solicitor season” being upon us. He reminded us that 
Fairfax County requires peddlers and solicitors (salesmen) to have a license and 
they must show that license upon request and they must leave your premises 
immediately, if asked to leave. If they do not leave or do not have a valid license, 
call Fairfax County Police non-emergency line at 703-691-2131. They may only 
solicit between 9 am and 8 pm and may not solicit at a residence which posts a 
“No Peddlers or Solicitors” sign. Thanks, Allan, for that good information!!!

The Atlantic Hurricane Season is June 1 through November 30, 2020. NOAA 
is predicting an above normal season. I think that’s more than 12 named storms 
and 3-6 hurricanes. Dominion Energy’s website has an emergency/disaster 
preparedness list that you can print. You sort of have to dig for it, but it’s great. 
www.dominionenergy.com/PreparednessToolsandResources

Just a reminder that the June 2020 issue of Golden Gazette has a good 
article on using Zoom. Also, Fairfax County Agency on Aging has free IT on-call 
for those of us who periodically become overwhelmed with all of this. Find it at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/OlderAdults

AARP June 2020 has an article on telemedicine. We’re going to be using this 
a lot more in the days to come and I’m all for it. Who wants to get “dressed up” to 
go to the doctor’s office when you don’t feel well? You can probably find this at 
www.aarp.org/bulletin if you work at it. No matter what you think about AARP, I 
think it’s more than worth the $10 or $15 that it costs to join. They will flood you 
with information, most of which you don’t want, but periodically they will tell you 
about new things that will change your life. Just sayin...

I apologize for the length of this article and that it’s mostly websites. I know 
that some of us are not computer savvy and it’s hard to keep up with this. However, 
what a great opportunity to let your neighbor, friend or child help you a little. Ask 
them to print out anything that you might find helpful. As a last resort, I’ll be here. 
Have a great summer and please get your name on the seniors contact list.

Additional Resources Provided:
• Your One-Stop call center is 703-324-7948 (Mon-Fri 8am – 4:30 pm)  TTY 711

• Stay in the loop – subscribe to the Golden Gazette and Fairfax 50+  
(www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/older-adults/subcribe-golden-
gazette-e-news)

• Find upcoming events at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/calendar and click on “Older 
Adults”.

• Adult Protective Services (APS) Hotline: 703-324-7450, TTY: 711  
(available 24/7)

• Volunteer Solutions:   Provides volunteer opportunities with older adults and 
adults with disabilities:  703-324-5406, TTY: 711 or go to www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/olderadjults and click on “Volunteer Solutions.  î

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
Jennette Eddy

V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D
The NS Neighborhood watch needs 

volunteers to patrol the neighborhood in 
their free time for a few hours a week. You 
can patrol in your car or on foot, making it a 
great social distancing activity while helping 
keep our neighborhood safer. You can sign 
up online or email watch@nscivic.org to 
indicate your interest. 

With the warmer weather comes more 
vehicle break-ins here and in surrounding 
neighborhoods. The Fairfax County Police 
Department suggests that we do the 
following to help prevent becoming a victim 
of this crime:

• Lock your vehicle doors. 

• Do not keep any valuables in your vehicle.

• Report any suspicious activity to the non-
emergency number (703) 691-2131. 

• Make sure your vehicle is parked in a 
well-lit area when possible.

• Never leave your vehicle running 
unattended.

• Completely close all windows including 
sun/moon roofs.

• Install an alarm system on the vehicle.

While some vehicles will be broken into even 
with these precautions, they do help to lower 
the appeal to those looking for easy targets.  

If you cannot commit time to patrol, being 
a vigilant neighbor is just as helpful to the 
neighborhood watch. Reporting suspicious 
or out of the ordinary activities to the non-
emergency number while it is happening -or 
as soon as possible- may help prevent or 
reduce the increase in crime that comes with 
warmer weather. 
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KEVIN J. KELLEY, P.C. 

Attorney at Law 

Serving Northern Virginia for over 35 years 

Specializing in Estate matters:  

Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney  

Probate & Real Estate 

4200 Evergreen Lane, Suite 313 

Annandale, Virginia  22003 

(703) 941-3170 

Email: kevin@kjkpc.com, kristin@kjkpc.com 
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was feared that rapidly creating an all new (electronic/virtual) 
election voting system may disenfranchise some of our 
members, and we believed we needed to take time to consider 
all of the legal and practical requirements to ensure that the 
process is fair to all members and potential members. The 
next NCSA General Meeting will be on October 7th, 2020.  The 
NCSA officers commit to work on a contingency plan to be 
presented to the Board of Directors in the event that Fairfax 
County will not allow public use of the school or its parking 
lot in the coming months. That plan may include virtual 
participation.  Rest assured, the NSCA Board of Directors will 
embrace whatever the current Covid-19 medical and safety 
protocols that are in place the next time we assemble as a 
community. 

NSCA Facebook Page
Years ago, in good faith, a private North Springfield Civic 
Association Facebook group page was created to facilitate 
information sharing between residents. In the past few years 
there has been an increase in the personalization of comments 
between people on our group. Increased moderation was 
required at times to keep things civil and in line with the 
original purpose of the page. This increased moderation at 
times required many hours (a day) which became very taxing 
to the all-volunteer based association. Therefore, the Board of 
Directors voted and approved the creation of a new Facebook 
business page called the North Springfield Civic Association 
Board. This will be the association’s portal for community 
information and announcements. It is a closed Facebook 
page in that residents will not be able to post directly to it, 
but may request to have relevant community events or 
information posted. Please go to the new page and “like” it to 
stay informed of community events and information.

Additionally, on July 1, the words “Civic Association” 
will be deleted from this Facebook page and replaced 
with “Community.” The newly renamed North Springfield 
Community Facebook page will no longer be affiliated with 
the NSCA. This way, residents can post at will without any 
moderation from the association officers or its designees. 
If you would like to become an administrator for the new 
community page, please reach out to the current group 
admin. Facebook requires an administrator for group pages. 
The new administrator will be responsible for any rules or 
policies necessary to run the page.

The NSCA officers apologize for the lack of communication 
over the past few months. We should have been more 
proactive and kept you better informed of things that are 
important to you. We commit to that in the coming months, 
and until our annual meeting and election of officers, we are 
here to help and serve you. We are all in this together!

Sincerely,

Ted Wiatrak
NSCA PRESIDENT

(President’s Message: Continued from page 1)
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THE IMPORTANCE OF ACTS  
OF KINDNESS
Nancy Moore

We have all been touched by COVID-19 or know 
someone who has been affected by it. One North 
Springfield resident has decided to cope with her grief by 
doing acts of kindness. Here is her story.  

Dana Cibulski’s mother died in April of the Coronavirus.  
Earline (Mimi) was 89 years old, mentally sharp, and still 
living on her own. She would have had many more good 
years ahead had it not been for this horrible virus. Mimi 
grew up in Louisiana-Cajun country-speaking French. She 
met her husband, who was a semi-professional baseball 
player, and they settled in New Orleans. Mimi taught high 
school business classes for 30 years. She retired at 53 and 
took up gardening. Dana and Mimi would garden side-by-
side, and that is where Dana’s love of gardening began.  

In 1998 Mimi’s husband passed and in August 2005, 
Mimi lost everything to Hurricane Katrina.  She moved up 
to NS and lived with Dana and her family for the two years 
following the hurricane, but she missed New Orleans.  
So, in 2007 she moved back. New Orleans was not yet 
habitable, so she moved into one of the first apartment 
buildings available in a suburb of New Orleans, Metairie.  
Dana and her mom spoke everyday on the phone. In 
March, Mimi fell and broke her hip. She went through 
the surgery and rehabilitation perfectly. The day before 
she was being discharged, they informed the family she 
had tested positive for the virus. She went through a 
horrendous 2-week downward spiral and died 2 weeks 
later on April 20th. During this time Dana could not come 
and see or comfort her mom. She could not even attend 
her funeral. 

Needless to say, Dana was devastated and heartbroken.  
She decided doing good deeds would help her cope with 
her loss. North Springfield is lucky to be the recipient of 
one of Dana’s good deeds. She has adopted the garden 
on Leesville Blvd. at the tip of the Appomattox/Leesville  
median, where the North Springfield sign hung until it was 
flattened by a tree. Dana adopted this garden last year, but 
this year she is tending it in memory of her mom.
Please think of Dana and Mimi as you pass this beautifully 
maintained garden and pay it forward with a act of 
kindness of your own!  
If you are interested in adopting one of the common areas 
in North Springfield, please e-mail Newsletter@NSCIVIC.
org. Dana would like to join forces with anyone interested 
in doing this to share resources (mulch, dirt, plantings, 
etc.). The common areas are listed below:  

• Welcome signs at the Ravensworth, Heming and 
Ferndale entrances from Braddock Road

• Gardens in the Leesville Blvd. median
• White North Springfield sign at the corner of Heming and 

Leesville Blvd  
• Anywhere along the Leesville Blvd. Sound Wall where a 

garden would improve the aesthetics of the area  î

NSCA SPREADING GOOD NEWS 
AND MORE ACTS OF KINDNESS
Gary Stock

This is how we get through/cope with this virus crisis….. 
with acts of kindness, and by reaching out to others.

In this instance, the Albers family came across the 
street and chalk-decorated my driveway: besides the 
words ‘Don’t Worry Be Happy,’ I think I also got a rainbow 
and some letters, and maybe Jasper’s or Orion’s initials.

And to let you know, the Albers have been writing 
uplifting chalk words on the sidewalks throughout 
North Springfield, so they are helping encourage the 
whole neighborhood.

Thanks, Albers family!
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NORTH SPRINGFIELD RESIDENTS SINCE 1992 
 
5 KIDS HAVE GONE TO N.S. ELEMENTARY, HOLMES,  
ANNANDALE 
 
GRANDSON CURRENTLY ATTENDS N.S. ELEMENTARY  
 
BOTH OF US HAVE BEEN FULL TIME AGENTS SINCE 2005 
 
17+ MILLION IN SALES IN ANNUALLY 
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North Springfield Community,

Wow! None of us 
expected to end the school 
year the way we did. I 
would like to report that 
we averaged over 80% 
participation rate in our 
online instruction throughout 
the last quarter and all the 
county’s struggles. Our 

teachers and students did an amazing job.
The School Board voted this week on how school 

will look in the fall and families will have two options: 
to keep their students home for virtual learning or to 
have their students come to school a couple of days 
a week following CDC and state requirements.  More 
information will be coming soon from the county and 
will be followed by more specific details in August for 
our school. Families will have until July 10th to make 
that decision and notify the school system.

If you have just moved into the neighborhood or 
have a rising kindergartener, please email Donna Kruse 
at DRKruse@fcps.edu to start the registration process. 

NORTH SPRINGFIELD ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL UPDATES
Chad McRae, Principal

We continue to collect plastic shopping bags from 
all types of stores; this initiative is sponsored by our 
Eco-club.  We recycle the bags and get items for the 
school made from different Trex materials. The drop-
off boxes are in the lobby and main office. This is an 
on-going eco project with no end date.  Please save 
your bags and in August when we are back to normal 
office hours bring your bags to school and contribute 
to our collection.  

Thank you to our entire community for their 
continued support or our school.

  —Chad McRae, Principal  î
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TEEN JOB LIST
The following is a list of teens who are willing to help with pet sitting, babysitting, dog 
walking, pet waste removal, snow removal, car washing and yard work. 
If you would like your teen added to this list, please email newsletter@nscivic.org with 
their contact information and what they would like to help with. Thank you to all the North 
Springfield teens who offer these services to our neighborhood. It is a great way to earn  
some money while providing help for our residents!
NOTE:  Parents of the teens on the NSCA Teen Job List are required to verify all job requests to 
ensure their child’s safety.

Beatrice Johnston (16) 
(H) 703-642-5362
(M) 517-274-8543 
ashsuglt@yahoo.com

Xavier Johnston (14) 
(H) 703-642-5362
(M) 517-274-8543 
ashsuglt@yahoo.com

Michael Oliver (16)
(H) 703-644-9709
irwinkaren@verizon.net

Anna Oliver (15)
(H) 703-644-9709
irwinkaren@verizon.net

L.J. Oliver (13)
(H) 703-644-9709
irwinkaren@verizon.net

Liam McGinity 1* (14)
(H) 253-548-5183
liam_mcginity@bcaemail.org

Megan Brown 2* (16)
(H) 703-866-3044 
ivondale@aol.com

Emily Hawkins (13)
(H) 571-395-0245
emilyhawkins2136@gmail.com

Brian Bernard (13)
(H) 916-792-9401
missrhe81@yahoo.com

Ella Mcginity (13) 
(H) 253-548-5183 
ellamc4g@gmail.com

Nicholas Barney (13) 
(H) 703-321-7721 
lrbarney76@aol.com

Pet
Sitting

Dog
Walking

Snow
Removal

Car
Washing

Yard
Work

Lawn
MowingRaking

Pet
Waste

Removal
Baby-
Sitting

1* Boy Scout, Safesitter Certified (children 3+)        2* Girl Scout Babysitter Training       3* 4-10 year olds, Girl Scout Babysitter Training, lots of experience
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cake decorating classes available

OTHER SERVICES WE PROVIDE 
 
 Yard Cleanup 
 Mulching 
 Deweeding of Beds 
 Shrub Trimming 
 Aeration & Overseeding 
 Leaf Removal 
 Gutter Cleaning 

*Limit one per new customer and only for those who sign up for regular service. 
**Applies to regular mowing service only. 

For a FREE estimate, call 
or visit www.craigslawn.com 

5th Mow Free*     Senior Citizen Discount** 
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CALL	FOR	A	FREE	ESTIMATE		

(703)	909	0413	

Owner	Operated,	Licensed	and	Insured	

Decks,	Siding,	Roofs,	Gutters,	Patios,	Driveways,	
Walkways	and	More.	

www.allpurposepressurewash.com	
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Airport curbside check-in: $1 to $2 per bag, more for  
oversized bags. 

Taxis: 15 percent to 20 percent of the fare.

Airport shuttle bus drivers: $2 to $3.

Limousine drivers: 10 to 20 percent of the fare.

Uber and Lyft: Tipping rules are not hard and fast for this service, 
it depends on the length of the trip, how much traffic the driver 
had to put up with, if they provide extra amenities such as 
phone charging, water, carrying bags, etc.  It could be $5.00 for 
a short trip or 10-15% (or more) of the cost for a longer trip and 
depending on what additional services are provided.

SALON AND SPA TIPPING GUIDELINES:
Massage Therapist: 15 to 20 percent of the charge. 

Hair Stylist: 15 to 20 percent.

Shampoo Tech: Depends on the level of service, but from what I 
could find $1-$5.

Nails and facials: 10 to 15 percent for a manicure; 15 to 20 percent 
for a pedicure; 15 to 20 percent for a facial.

Barber: $2 to $3.

Pet groomer: 20 percent.  î

(Guide for Tipping: Continued from page 12)
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2020 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Happy Summer everyone! We have missed you and hope you are 
well. Thank you to the 200 households that have paid their 2020 
membership dues. Please help us meet our goal of 525 members! 
That is a modest goal of only 24% of the total number of homes 
in North Springfield. Please help our community by becoming a 
member for the affordable annual membership dues of $15.00! 

Thank you to all the neighbors who have made generous donations 
over and above their dues, including the following donors who 
have allowed us to publish their names as a thank you!

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
PRESIDENT Ted Wiatrak
(703) 206-8849
president@nscivic.org 

VICE PRESIDENT Scott Pratt
(571) 238-0574
vp@nscivic.org 

SECRETARY Heidi Miller
(703) 774-8269
secretary@nscivic.org

TREASURER Casey Delaney
treasurer@nscivic.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
BEAUTIFICATION Calvin Coleman
(703) 626-4491
beautification@nscivic.org

BRADDOCK DISTRICT COUNCIL Norma Heck
(703) 256-1332
federation@nscivic.org

COMMUNITY SERVICE Ron Kinzer
(703) 941-6415
community@nscivic.org 

FAIRFAX FEDERATION VACANT

LEGAL/REGISTERED AGENT Dorene Haney
(703) 256-1688
legal@nscivic.org 

MEMBERSHIP Donna Moore
(703) 256-7605
membership@nscivic.org

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH VACANT
welcome@nscivic.org

MINORITY OUTREACH Ivan Carrasco
(703) 462-9474
diverse@nscivic.org 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH Jeff Schaefer
(703) 307-8499 
watch@nscivic.org
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 

COORDINATOR Nancy Moore
(703) 750-2170
newsletter@nscivic.org
EDITOR Julie Steven
GRAPHIC DESIGNER  KC Felton
WEBMASTER  KC Felton

PARKS & RECREATION Cathy Field 
(540) 200-8046
parks@nscivic.org

PLANNING & ZONING Carey Campbell
(703) 939-0970
zoning@nscivic.org

PTA PRESIDENT Vanessa Robertson 
ptapresident.nses@gmail.com
SENIOR OUTREACH Marie Norman
(703) 354-9427
seniors@nscivic.org

NSCA Annual Membership is $15. In addition, your donations are greatly appreciated and help 
us to keep the neighborhood beautiful, safe and connected. We would like to thank you for your 
donation by listing your name in the newsletter and online in the following donation categories: 

BRONZE $10 - $24  |   SILVER $25 - $49  |   GOLD $50+

With your donation of $10 or more (in addition to dues) we will include your name in the appropriate 
category. If you do not wish your name to be published please check “no.”         o No

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE

EMAIL

AMOUNT PAID $  (Mail checks to: PO Box 1007, Springfield, VA 22151. By credit card: mkt.com/nscivic)

I  WISH TO VOLUNTEER WITH NSCA (PLEASE CHECK YOUR INTERESTS)

CONTACT INFO (if different from above)

NAME    EMAIL   PH.

o New Member o Renewal (above information is for NSCA use only. We do not give out or sell to outside parties)

o  Beautification
o  Neighborhood Watch
o  Planning and Zoning
o  Special Interest Programs
o  Senior Outreach

o  Membership
o  Federation of Citizen Associations
o  Community Social Events
o  Neighbor Welcome Outreach
o  Other (please specify below)

Become a Member! Fill out form below or pay online: mkt.com/nscivic

o Please help us go Green, check here if you would like to receive the newsletter electronically

GOLD ($50+)
Deborah Bird
Anna Bolia
Scott Bronstein & Dana Cibulski
Richard & Kathleen Goehner
Debbie & Dave Ingram
Jamie & Andre McGinity
Katie & Phil Morrone
Shari Jo Snyder
David Springston

SILVER ($25 - $49)
Lyman R Butler
Carey C. Campbell
BJ & Ron Cyr
Alan & Holly Cook
Alison Dalsimer
Bruce Friend
Jennifer Hamilton
Paul Hartwell
John Harvey
Scott James
Michael Jones

Ron Kinzer
Lois Lowery
Frank & Bernadette McGavran
Scott E. Pratt
Janie Reed
Calton Salch
Ann Wentworth Sayles
Marlene Schmidt
Henry & Abby Struse
Ronald & Sandra Wilmore
Mulu Yimer

Manning & Margaret Autry
Regina Bay
Jeanne & Larry Bond
Denise Grail Brandenburg
Jean Brashears
Cynthia Brown
Jill & Don Croft
John Derrickson

BRONZE ($10 - $24)
Sherry Eblen
Corlin Hanrahan
Doug & Carol Hertel
Mara Johnston
Richard Kowalczyk
Janet & Stanley Miller
Rhine & Kathy Morgan
Betty Jean Mosteller

Thomas Powell
Dara & Sopheary Soun
Al & Sarajane Steadley
Gary Stock
Robert & Divina Tamayo
Anthony & Clara Tullio
Jay & Kim Weitzel
Jennifer Wiedemann

100

200

300

400

GOAL!
500 members

mailto:president%40nscivic.org?subject=

