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President’s Message
Hello Neighbors!

2020 has come to an end. For myself, I’d like to say “Yay!”

The Civic Association would like to thank you for your 2020 
membership payments and contributions. North Springfield is truly 
a generous community, and your funding helps us to continue our 
service to the neighborhood. Your continued support is invaluable. 

We are kicking off our Calendar Year 2021 Membership Drive 
on January 1st and we hope you will continue to support our 
community! For further information, refer to the membership drive 
article on page 10.

I wanted to give a special “shout out” to some volunteers who have 
really worked hard behind the scenes the past year. 

Our Beautification committee has done some amazing things with 
our front entrances! Thank you Dana Cibulski, Calvin Coleman, 
and all your volunteers for the good work you’ve done to make our 
neighborhood look great!

I’d also like to recognize Nancy Moore, Newsletter Coordinator, 
Donna Moore, Membership/Neighborhood Outreach, Caryn 
Chmielewski, Newsletter Editor, Candy Rogers, Newsletter 
Graphic Designer, and KC Felton, Civic Association Webmaster 
for all the work they do behind the scenes with our neighborhood 
communications and membership. They are responsible for 
producing our newsletters, organizing the newsletter delivery, 
developing new homeowner welcome packages, and working on 
our website, among other things. I’d also like to thank our former 
Newsletter Editor, Julie Steven and Newsletter Graphic Designer, 
KC Felton for their contributions over the past few years. There are 
lots of other people who volunteer in these processes, so I’d like to 
thank all of you for your participation too.

Finally, I’d like to thank Marie Norman for her great work with our 
Senior Outreach program!

Our community is very fortunate to have an active community, and 
as you look toward your New Year’s Resolution, please consider 
volunteering with us.

From myself and all the NSCA Officers, we hope that you and your 
families have a wonderful 2021!

Sincerely,

Craig Delany
NSCA PRESIDENT

www.facebook.com.groups/NorthSpringfieldVA 
www.nscivic.org/connect.html

PO Box 1007 | Springfield, VA 22151
www.nscivic.org

January 2021

Help us help the environment without missing any issues of 
the NSCA newsletter by signing up to receive an electronic-
only format. You will no longer receive the hard copy of 
the newsletter but will be among the first to receive the 
newsletter when it is published. Sign up by emailing Nancy 
Moore at newsletter@nscivic.org. Please include your street 
address along with the email addresses you’d like to have the 
newsletter sent to.

GO GREEN
SIGN UP FOR AN eNEWSLETTER

IN THIS ISSUE:
Holiday Lights!
Neighborhood Watch
Translators Needed
Beautification Committee Update
Annandale High School PTSA Update
Little Free Libraries
Fairfax County Parks & Recreation
Gardening Tips & Snips
Community Outreach Officer Update
Sponsor Spotlight: Dad’s Tree Service
Teen Job List

IN EVERY ISSUE:
Calendar Year 2021 Membership Drive
President’s Message
Senior Outreach

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD, 7:30 PM 
The NSCA General Meeting will be held via 
Zoom. A link will be emailed to members in 
good standing (paid Calendar Year 2020/2021 
dues). All residents are welcome. If you would 
like to attend email Newsletter@NSCIVIC.org 
requesting a link with your home address. 

mailto:Newsletter@NSCIVIC.org
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Happy Holidays North Springfield! The following is a list of homes with notable light 
displays. Thank you to the residents who put this list together – Grace Hatch, Heidi 
Miller, Caryn Chmielewski and Cathy Field. 

We cannot possibly include all decorated homes, so we focused on the larger displays. 
There are a lot of lights this year, the neighborhood looks so festive! Angelo Cruz was 
kind enough to create a google map of this list of homes on Facebook. If we missed  
your home, please go to the North Springfield Community page and search for his post. 
You can click on the link to add to the list. 

Thank you to everyone who decorated this year. With all that we have been through in 
2020 your holiday decorations will bring us all joy!

Area 1 – Woodland Drive and All Side Streets 
Courtesy of Grace Hatch (team includes Ki Hatch and Charlotte Getsey)

Woodland Dr
7156 — Lots of lights, nice display 

Hansford Ct
7204 — Pretty lights
7212 — Snowflakes, reindeer
7214 — Pretty lights
7215 — Inflatables, minion, frosty, pig in tutu
*Nice Group of Houses*

Countrywood Ct
7215 — Baby yoda, manager, white lights

Granberry Way
7107 — Tasteful white lights
7113 — Olaf, sleigh with santa, xmas tree, nice lights

Backlick Woods Ct
5406 — Beautiful white lights & greenery
5408 — Lots going on, lollipops, colored lights, snowman, xmas tree
*Nice Cluster of Homes*

Area 2 – East of Heming to Backlick Road (Includes Leesville Blvd., Ferndale Street  
and All Side Streets)
Courtesy of Heidi Miller

Kathleen Place
Intersection of Earlhearst & Leesville
End of Catlett dead-end (south side)
Belfast Place was hands down best in show!
Altee Place loop 5403 — Noteable
5422 Easton — Noteable
5209 Easton and top of Easton hill
5303 Ferndale
Block between Gresham and Dunston on Ferndale — Nice grouping of homes

North Springfield 
HolidAy Lights

(continued on page 3)

Neighborhood Watch
By Jeff Schaefer and  
Jennette Eddy

The NS Neighborhood watch needs 
volunteers to patrol the neighborhood 
for a few hours a week. You can patrol 
in your car or on foot, making it a great 
social distancing activity while helping 
keep our neighborhood safer. You can 
sign up online, or by emailing watch@
nscivic.org indicating your interest. 

With the warmer weather comes more 
vehicle break-ins in our neighborhoods. 
The Fairfax County Police Department 
suggests that we do the following to help 
prevent becoming a victim of this crime. 

• Lock your vehicle doors. 
• Do not keep any valuables in your 

vehicle.
• Report any suspicious activity to the 

non-emergency number (703) 691-
2131. 

• Make sure your vehicle is parked in a 
well-lit area when possible.

• Never leave your vehicle running 
unattended.

• Completely close all windows including 
sun/moon roofs.

• Install an alarm system on the vehicle.

While some vehicles will be broken into 
even with these precautions, they do help 
to lower the appeal to those looking for 
easy targets.  

If you cannot commit time to patrol,  
being a vigilant neighbor is just as  
helpful to the neighborhood watch. 
Reporting suspicious activities to the non-
emergency number while it is happening, 
or as soon as possible, may help prevent 
or reduce the increase in crime that 
comes with warmer weather.  î 

mailto:watch@nscivic.org
mailto:watch@nscivic.org


3North Springfield Civic Association JANUARY 2021

Corner of Ferndale and Glenallen — Nice grouping of homes
5315 Garner
7305 Inzer
7412 Axton
7409 Farnum
7304 & 7305 Dunston
Corner of Axton and Kempsville — Nice grouping
5413 Kempsville
Kempsville & Chatham
5406 Fremont — MUST SEE — Best Music Show!
7417 Hogarth — Honorable Mention Music
5515 Hinton

Area 3 – West of Heming Street to include Ravensworth Road and All Side Streets 
Up to North Springfield Elementary 
Courtesy of Caryn Chmielewski

5338 Ravensworth Rd — Lights decorated the trees, windows and a pergola!
5216 Elgar St — Moving reindeer, projector lights
5217 Elgar St — Falling icicles/snow lights, a lite up sleigh
5212 Light St — Lots of lights! Pretty snowflake lights
7603 Ingle Place — A huge and very tall tree decorated with beautiful lights
7607 Elgar St — Lots of lights, a lite up owl and cardinal and lit up wreaths on the house
7636 Dunston St — Lots of lights, lite up candy canes along their front walk and a lite up 
fountain!
5401 Heming Ave — Lots of inflatables, projector, lights all over the yard and along the 
house’s trim AND an inflated spiderman hanging on the side of the house!
7500 Elgar St (corner of Elgar and Heming) — Lots of pretty lights
Ferber Place (cul-de-sac) — A few of the homes had pretty lights up, worth swinging into 
the street to see them
7535 Axton St — Lots of lights in the trees, wrapped around their porch columns, windows 
and trim

Area 4 – Areas On Other side of the 495 Underpass to Include Long Pine Drive, 
Queensberry Blvd., Flag Run Drive and All Side Streets 
Courtesy of Cathy Field (team includes Emily Field and Chloe Field)

5617 Flag Run — Lots of houses with lots of lights
7719 Viceroy — Grouping of houses with lights, dripping icicles and figurines
5603 Queensbury — Santa’s runway and Christmas trees
5613 Queensbury — Lots of blow up figures
7308 Huskey Lane — Blow-up figures and projections
5804 Heming — Really big inflatables
5703 Tender Ct — Tree lights and projection
5645 Heming Ave — Lots of figurines and color changing tree
5610 Heming — Really big inflatable
7420 Long Pine — Nativity, figurines and lights
7507 Murillo — Classic lights
7511 Long Pine — Big mechanical inflatable
7657 Long Pine & Neighbors — Lights on a bunch of houses
7603 Boulder — Figurines & projections
5717 Anola Ct — Small nativity, lights and blow up
7625 Long Pine — Really Fun inflatables
7666 Long Pine — Flying Pig
7722 Bellington Ct — Giant unicorn, figurines  î

HolidAy Lights (continued) Translators Needed
By: Donna Moore

The Membership/Neighborhood Outreach 
Committee is looking for bi-lingual 
translators for the following languages: 
Korean, Spanish and Vietnamese. We 
are planning to send a Welcome letter, 
approximately one to two paragraphs in 
length, to all new residents. We would 
like to have it available in English, Korean, 
Spanish and Vietnamese.  
 We are also hoping to have bi-lingual 
volunteers to serve as a liaison for non-
English speaking residents so that they 
can communicate with the NSCA easily.
 Anyone interested in volunteering 
should please contact Donna Moore, 
Membership/Neighborhood Outreach 
Chair at membership@nscivic.org  î

Beautification 
Committee Update
By Dana Cibulski

We have more great news from our 
committee! A local business has adopted 
the entire Leesville median and the 
Appomattox Circle “island’! Nick Naydock 
of Landscape Pros LLC, a local lawncare 
company, has volunteered services to 
improve and maintain those areas in our 
neighborhood. Starting in the Spring, you 
should start noticing some changes in 
those gardens. Nick is very committed 
to improving our neighborhood. He is a 
‘local boy” who attended North Springfield 
Elementary, Holmes Middle School, and 
Annandale High School. Thanks to Nick 
for being part of our NS family!
 We are still looking for a neighbor to 
adopt the last sign and garden that needs 
some TLC — Ferndale and Braddock Rd. 
(East Side). NOTE: gardening experience 
is helpful, but not required. There are 
members on this team with a lot of 
experience to share and assist you.
 We thank again all our fellow 
neighbors and local business owners 
who have adopted a sign and garden bed. 
Stay tuned for more progress, plantings, 
and expansion in the spring. 
 For more information, please contact 
Calvin Coleman, Chair, Beautification 
Committee beautification@nscivic.org 
or Dana Cibulski, co-chair, danacibulski@
cox.net or call her at (703)642-0375.  î

mailto:membership@nscivic.org
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SENIOR OUTREACH — 
Resources for Older Adults 
By Marie Norman

Did you have to cancel your summer vacation? Is your winter 
cruise looking a little iffy? Have I got news for you!!!! Go to www.
discover.live and you can have a personal guided tour of almost 
any place that you want to go. I’m warning you that it’s ‘pricey’ but, 
you did miss your vacation.
 I have a whole list of other things that you can do right from 
your computer. Let’s start with Fairfax County. The county 
has created a Virtual Center for Active Adults at https://www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/virtual-
center-active-adults. Here are some of the things you will find 
there:

• Fine Arts Programs On Demand
• The Kennedy Center
• PBS Great Performances
• Live Animal Cameras, including links to the National  

Zoo and pandas
• Monterey Bay Aquarium
• Eagle Cams

 There are virtual museum exhibits where you can explore 
Virginia History. The list goes on and on. While you are there, 
check out the weekly calendar for current things to do. This is 
your tax dollar at work so get your money’s worth!!
 More entertainment can be found at www.openculture.com, 
which has 9,000 Grateful Dead concerts, 1,150 movies (some 
silent), 800 e-books and much more. Consider checking out www.
timeout.com, which has so many things to do that you will have 
to see for yourself. They have films, theatre, travel, things to do 
and lots of new recipes from great chefs. The best news is that 
it’s all FREE.
 Hands on at the Smithsonian! Did you know that the 
Smithsonian is 3D digitizing their museums? I was just up close 
and personal with an Acropora cervicornis coral. I could see it 
front, back and all the way around. It’s amazing and they have so 
much to see. Go to https://3d.si.edu to see it for yourself. 
 After all of that, we need to sit down.  So, let’s go to www.
gutenberg.org. They have an online library of over 60,000 books 
that you can read online or download to your device for FREE.
 Ready to go again? Try https://thehaphazardtraveler.com/
washington-dc-virtual-tours-museums-field-trip. This will take 
you all over DC and a lot of other places. I just viewed the Phillips 
Collection and started the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu.
 Closer to home, Giant has a free monthly magazine that 
always has recipes and fun things to try. If you have Amazon 
Prime, there are always movies and TV programs. Currently, HBO 
is offering 500 hours of free movies.  
 I hope this helps you enjoy some of your free time while we 
are locked down this winter. If you find something else exciting, 
please share it on our Community Facebook page. Please 
remember that Seniors are invited to join our ‘Of Seniors For 
Seniors’ contact list. Just send your telephone number and email 
address to seniors@nscivic.org.  î 

Annandale High School  
PTSA Update
By: Andre McGinity

Greetings from the Annandale High School PTSA. We represent 
a wonderful and diverse community of more than 2,100 students 
and over 250 teachers, administrators, and support staff. We 
work hard to provide programs and activities that benefit these 
students, their parents, the staff, and our community. In the past 
we have hosted a fun trivia night, which we hope to do again 
and get more of the community to participate in and organized 
a large, safe All-Night Graduation Celebration for our seniors, 
and a lot of other events. We also provide a Food Pantry to those 
students and families most in need. Please check out our website 
at www.annandalehsptsa.org for more information. You can also 
find us on Twitter @AtomsPTSA, Like us on Facebook and follow 
us on Instagram. Our next PTSA meetings are scheduled for 
January 19th at 7:00 pm and February 16th at 7:00 pm. Meetings 
are virtual and connection instructions are on our website.

AHS Food Pantry 
Our AHS Food Pantry is a very important way for us to give back 
to some students and their families who are most in need in 
our community. There are many ways that you can support the 
Food Pantry: monetary donations via PayPal, fill a bag ready for 
distribution, shop our Amazon Wish List, or drop off donations at 
AHS during office hours.

Mask Up with an Atom Logo Mask 
We are currently teaming up with the AHS Athletic Boosters in 
selling limited edition Atoms logo masks. Masks are $12 online 
and pickup is at AHS. A must have for current and past Atoms 
alike!! For purchasing details go to bit.ly/AtomsMask

Pizza Night Fundraiser 
We are also partnering with Papa Johns for a Pizza Night Fund-
raiser that runs every Thursday through June 2021. Use code 
AHS4010 to save 40% on your pizza.

Consider a Charity Donation 
Looking to donate to a charity? Consider donating to the 
Annandale PTSA Nucleus Fund. The fund is used to sponsor the 
many programs and activities offered by the PTSA. Donors will 
receive an email receipt for tax purposes. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Wanting to donate time instead of money? Volunteers are always 
welcome. We need volunteers to help with All Night Graduation 
Celebration preparations such as a Decorations Chair and Mulch 
Sales Coordinator.

We also participate with Harris Teeter, Amazon Smiles, Shutterfly 
and FlipGive to have a percentage of all your purchases donated 
to the Annandale HS PTSA. Instructions on how to set this up 
for your purchases can be found on our website at https://
annandalehsptsa.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraising. 

Best wishes for a safe and warm holiday season – Your 
Annandale HS PTSA.  î

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/virtual-center-active-adults
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/virtual-center-active-adults
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/virtual-center-active-adults
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/virtual-center-active-adults
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/virtual-center-active-adults
www.openculture.com
http://www.timeout.com
http://www.timeout.com
https://3d.si.edu
http://www.gutenberg.org
http://www.gutenberg.org
https://thehaphazardtraveler.com/washington-dc-virtual-tours-museums-field-trip
https://thehaphazardtraveler.com/washington-dc-virtual-tours-museums-field-trip
http://www.annandalehsptsa.org
bit.ly/AtomsMask
https://annandalehsptsa.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraising
https://annandalehsptsa.membershiptoolkit.com/fundraising
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LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES  
By Nancy Moore

Cute “Little Free Libraries” continue to pop up all over the 
neighborhood. You can search the https://littlefreelibrary.org 
website by zip code; however, there is a fee to appear on this 
website so some of our neighbors have opted not to publish their 
location. Here are some of the libraries in our neighborhood that 
we could find on Facebook and the Little Free Library website. 
 Thank you to everyone who installed these cute little libraries. 
It is a fun and wonderful way to share the love of reading! Happy 
Reading North Springfield!

LIBRARIES IN OR NEAR NORTH SPRINGFIELD  
Notes from the owners included if available.

5214 Juliet St (Corner of Juliet and Gresham) — Joni Wauhop’s 
“Sharing Library”

5408 Littleford Street

7307 Leesville Blvd

5301 Garner Street (Corner of Garner & Elgar)

5624 Ravenel Lane — “My daughter LOVES books and had 
dreamed of having a Little Free Library. This is a blue and green 
double-decker library with motion lights. Enjoy!”

8919 Cromwell Drive — “Once upon a time, there was a nice little 
neighborhood corner that had friendly foot traffic, copious cruising 
cars, & a delightful dream. The corner dreamed that someday 
everyone who passed it would have a chance to travel to lands far 
& near, lands within & outside imagination, lands of magic, myth, 
& mystery. One day, a beautiful girl made its dream come true 
by opening a nice little library there, with books to serve as free 
passports for people of all ages! Travel on, reader.”

7917 Foote Lane — “This library has a top apartment with a 
fireplace, piano, and library. When you open the door, lights come 
on as well.”

7118 Dalhouse Street — “We wanted to promote reading and 
connections among our neighbors in North Springfield, so we 
decided to start a LFL! We are the bright yellow newspaper vending 
box on Dalhouse Street. Hope you stop in to take and/or share a 
book!”

5411 Nutting Drive — “This Little Free Library was built by Cub 
Scout Pack 991 Arrow of Light Den in March 2016. It was donated 
to the Ravensworth Elementary School PTA, Pack 991’s Charter.” î
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Quality Early Care and Education for Children age 3-5 years and Families, Since 1991! 
www.mjchildcare.com 

703 354-5913 

Siding, Doors, Roofs &  
Windows Brought to you  
by Windows Plus

For an exceptional look in your  
home, please contact the office at  
WindowsPlus@WindowsPls.com  
or call 703-256-0600.

•  Wrapped in Traditions
•  Designed with Efficiency
•  Offered with Options
•  Provided with Excellence

VA#2705083994A

703.256.0600 • www.WindowsPls.com

https://littlefreelibrary.org
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FLAG RUN AT ELGAR STREET STREAM 
RESTORATION PROJECT UPDATE 

from FFX County Department of Public Works  
& Environmental Services

The Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environ-
mental Services has provided the following update. Construction 
is now formally complete. Crews will return in early 2021 to 
“complete the stream side plantings. The construction work on the 
stream has a one-year warranty and [the crews] will  
be back out next summer to evaluate the stream to determine if 
any repair work is required or if additional plantings are necessary. 
If work is required, we will have the same contractor back on the 
site to do the repair work.”

LAKE ACCOTINK DREDGING COMMUNITY MEETING
Held 12/10/2020 via Zoom

Project website with more details and a form to submit questions 
& comments: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/ 
lake-accotink-dredging. 

• Project scope to retain Lake Accotink in its current footprint   
 includes both an initial dredge and a maintenance dredging  
 program to sustain the lake long term.

• Anticipated dredge start: March 2023. Anticipated dredge   
 completion: late 2025.

• Data collection & survey for alternatives analysis on the dredge  
 and material removal is in progress. Alternatives analysis to be  
 delivered to Supervisor James Walkinshaw (Braddock District)  
 in July 2021. To include:

 1. Dredging process/method itself

 2. Materials removal via pipeline - to transfer sediment north  
  of Braddock Road for dewatering and disposal. 
  • Location of pipeline
  • Temporary vs. permanent pipeline (If permanent, likely   
   will be buried)
  • Supervisor Walkinshaw clearly communicated his   
   concern with a permanent pipeline and indicated intent  
   for public comment/input before final decision (if   
   permanent pipeline is recommended).

 3.  Dredged material processing 
  • Mechanical vs. passive
  • Location — yet to be determined, but will generally be   
   north of Braddock Rd. Considerations with existing   
   floodplains
  • Size — yet to be determined, dependent on dewatering   
   method and nature of sediment (i.e. its ability to dewater)

Additional notes including community questions/responses can 
be found at http://bit.ly/3gQSQv5. 

LAKE ACCOTINK MASTER PLAN REVISION MEETINGS 
POSTPONED — As of 12/14/2020, there has been no 

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATE 
By: Cathy Field

announcement for the rescheduled meetings. Awaiting response 
from Fairfax Co. regarding status of rescheduling.

LOCAL PARK EVENTS

The Fairfax County Park Authority Winter 2020 registration for 
park programs, classes, and activities is underway. The Parktakes 
catalog can be found at the Audrey Moore RECenter, or via https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes. Registration for classes 
can be comple0ted by phone : 703-222-4664 or through https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes.

As always, please see https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
coronavirus for up-to-date changes that may impact these 
activities.

Advanced reservations are now required to visit an FCPA RECenter 
for members and guests. Tickets for timed entry to Fitness Center, 
Basketball Court, and Lap Swim are available (via https://fairfax.
usedirect.com/FairfaxFCPAWeb/Activities/ProgramsAndTours.
aspx) on Sundays for the following week.

FRIENDS OF LAKE ACCOTINK PARK MONTHLY  
CLEANUP AT THE LAKE

• 1/10, 2/14, 3/14 — 9:00 am
• Sign in at the FLAP shed, adjacent to the large pavilion.
• Face masks are mandatory. Long sleeves, gloves, boots  
 and long pants are encouraged.

Do you know any Parks & Recs events, info or concerns that 
should be shared with our neighbors? Please reach out to  
parks@nscivic.org!  î

KEVIN J. KELLEY, P.C.
Attorney at Law

Serving Northern Virginia  
for over 35 years

Specializing in Estate Matters:  
Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney  

Probate & Real Estate
4200 Evergreen Lane, Suite 313 

Annandale, Virginia  22003
(703) 941-3170

Email: kevin@kjkpc.com,  
kristin@kjkpc.com

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging
http://bit.ly/3gQSQv5
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/coronavirus
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/coronavirus
https://fairfax.usedirect.com/FairfaxFCPAWeb/Activities/ProgramsAndTours.aspx
https://fairfax.usedirect.com/FairfaxFCPAWeb/Activities/ProgramsAndTours.aspx
https://fairfax.usedirect.com/FairfaxFCPAWeb/Activities/ProgramsAndTours.aspx
mailto:parks@nscivic.org
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Hello North Springfield,

Now that the garden sleeps, and the mower is put away, it is a 
good time to look at the structure of your yard. Do you still see 
pleasing edges, punctuated by bold evergreen sentinels? Do you 
have layered levels of green shrubs which the birds can hide and 
play in? Is there a clipped hedge which gets a frosty layer of icy 
snow outlining a path, a fence or gateway?

Evergreens are the bones, the outlines and the frames of our 
yards. We often plant a row of evergreens across the front of 
our houses. And indeed, one of their important roles is to tie the 
structure of our houses to the land they sit on. But we sometimes 
forget that evergreens can play starring roles as well:

Shortleaf Pine, Pinus echinate 

In a sunny corner of your yard, try planting a small grove of 3 to 5 
Shortleaf Pines. They eventually grow as tall as many hard-woods, 
50 to 100 feet, and will create a canopy of soft filtered light. They 
prefer a moist, but well drained spot, but they can tolerate drier soil 
too. The rustle of the breeze through pines is like a lullaby. 

Remove the grass around the entire spot and let the needles fall. 
They will become a natural fertilizer for acid loving shrubs and 
perennials which you can underplant, such as:

• Carolina allspice, Calycanthus floridus
• Sweet Pepperbush, Clethra alnifolia (a hummingbird favorite) 
• Virginia sweet spire, Itea virginica 
• Drooping leucothoe, Leucothoe fontanesiana.

Eastern Redcedar, Juniperus virginiana

Here is your tall sentinel. If you don’t want the canopy, a single 
Juniperus is a show piece in that same sunny location or plant a 
group of three to frame a corner. This is not a plant for the corner 
of your house because it is a true tree, growing 30 to 65 feet and 
8 to 25 feet wide. Here is your chance to add year-round color, as 
some come in gray to blue hues. They feature blue fruits on the 
female plants, which birds love. You will recognize these sprigs 
and little berries as features on your holiday wreaths. Again, 
remove the grass around the bed. This time fill in with fun, sun-
loving perennials.

Eastern arborvitae, Thuja occidentalis

This is one of my favorites. Eastern arborvitaes can come as tall 
as medium trees, such as the ‘Green Giant’ cultivar topping 50-60 
ft. A smaller option is the ‘DeGroot’s Spire,’ which stays controlled, 
only growing 15- 20 ft. It can be a screen between you and your 
neighbor’s house, without any pruning! The DeGroot Spire also 
stays tight, only 4 to 6 ft wide. These natives are lush green with a 
dense habitat. They are a great alternative to the Leyland cypress, 
which is experiencing pest and disease problems due to being 
overplanted nationwide.

Sweet Bay Magnolia, Magnolia virginiana

The Sweet bay is a surprising, native magnolia, which is 
sometimes overlooked for its pink, Chinese cousin, the Saucer 
Mag. But take a second look at this small (12-30 feet), semi-
evergreen tree! The Sweet bay boasts solitary, velvety-white 
flowers with a sweet, lemony fragrance in May and June, followed 
by dark red cones with bright red seeds. By winter, its pale gray 
bark shines on multiple, slender upright trunks. It becomes like a 
piece of sculpture in your yard, yet it is not bare! Many of the semi-
glossy green leaves with silver undersides stay reliably throughout 
the winter. These leaves give off a spicy aroma during the warmer 
seasons. 

The Sweet bay is native to low lying areas so it can be used as a 
wetland tree. It can be planted in full sun or part shade, but it won’t 
tolerate dry soils.

English Ivy, Hedera helix. L. — DON’T PLANT IT! 

Especially now that the deciduous tree leaves are gone, you 
can readily spot trees with trunks full of English Ivy. Originally 
imported from Europe in the 1720’s and planted as a “carefree” 
ground cover, English Ivy has become “an aggressive invader that 
threatens trees,” per Invasive.org. It will kill your trees, as well as 
native shrubs and ground covers that it overruns. Please try to 
remove English Ivy from trees! Here’s how: Clip the vines at the 
base of the tree and let them brown and die back on their own.  
Do not pull live vines as it will pull off the bark of the trees. Storms 
and the squirrels will help it fall naturally in a season or two.

In order not to end on a harsh note, please see the below links for 
more information on beneficial evergreens: 

https://www.plantnovanatives.org/evergreens

https://pdf4pro.com/view/publication-trees-and-shrubs-for-acid-
soils-28061.html

A great time to plant trees is late winter. So happy planning and 
happy planting! See you in the Spring!

Martha  î

Gardening Tips & Snips: Evergreens & Ivy 
By Martha Wilson

https://www.plantnovanatives.org/evergreens
https://pdf4pro.com/view/publication-trees-and-shrubs-for-acid-soils-28061.html
https://pdf4pro.com/view/publication-trees-and-shrubs-for-acid-soils-28061.html
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Community Outreach 
Officer Supporting 
North Springfield
By Officer Eric T. Nelson, MPO

I am the Community Outreach Officer 
for the Fairfax County Police, Franconia 
District Station. My duties vary but 
my goal is to be that bridge or liaison 
between the community and the police 
department that services a particular 
area, in this case North Springfield. Here 
are some of the services that I provide 
your community:

Elementary School Outreach
• Lunch with a police officer
• Education on internet use, bullies,  
 and general safety
• Mentoring program

Middle and High School
• Traffic Stop education and awareness
• Game night with a police officer
• Videos, basketball, and board games

Senior Community
• Education and gaming
• How not to get scammed
• How to drive defensively
• Personal safety
• Listening and questioning session
• Bingo caller

Security Check
• Home and business security education
• Personal safety and security education 

Coordinate Activities with Community 
Leaders
• National Night Out
• Children birthday parade

I can be reached at:
Station: 703-922-0889
Desk: 703-277-2490
Cell: 571-536-0979
EMAIL: Eric.nelson@fairfaxcounty.gov

Thank you to Officer Nelson for all that 
you do to support the North Springfield 
Community!  î

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT: 
DAD’S TREE SERVICE, INC. 
By Annaliese Rastelli

The North Springfield Civic Association is thrilled to feature Dad’s Tree Service, Inc. in this 
new year edition of the Sponsor Spotlight.

Dad’s Tree Service was founded by Ron Kronz on July 1, 1993. Ron started the business 
as a means to take care of his young family, saving up his own money to purchase the 
necessary equipment to get started without the burden of business loan debt. He has 
remained dedicated to providing excellent service in exchange for fair prices, focusing on 
what he does best – pruning, fertilizing, and removing (if necessary) large trees. 

Dad’s Tree Service is truly a family business, and Ron takes special pride in seeing his 
business start from humble beginnings to now touching a third generation of his family. 
With only one exception, all the team members at Dad’s have been with the company 
for many years, most notably their foreman, George, who has worked with them for over 
23 years. Ron’s eldest daughter, Jordan, has worked in the office her whole life and now 
brings her own daughter into work with her. In the new year, Ron and family will welcome 
another grandchild into the fold!

Ron enjoys working with the mature landscapes that come with the original homes in 
the North Springfield neighborhood, and has many repeat clients, several of whom have 
been with him since the beginning. He observes that the homes and landscapes in the 
neighborhood lend themselves to “proper urban arboriculture” and enjoys seeing the fruits 
of his labor and steadfast client relationships every time he drives through.

When he is not working, Ron enjoys traveling and spending time with his family. Trees are 
not the Kronz family’s only talents – they count a nurse, a singer, a pastry chef, and a sax 
player amongst their ranks. Ron is also a missionary to South and Central Africa. His work 
has taken him to Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa, the D.R. of Congo, Burundi, Rwanda, 
and Cameroon. He has found great fulfillment in this work.

Ron and his team work hard to cater each proposal to a client’s specific wants and 
needs, approaching each project with the same question - “What would I do if these trees 
belonged to me?” This tailor-made approach and careful attention set the tone for a high 
level of trust in his client-service relationships. So, if you are in need of some attention 
paid to the trees surrounding your home, give Ron and his friendly team a call. Even if you 
don’t know where to begin, or if you just have questions, they would be delighted to hear 
from you. You can reach them at (703) 799-5844 or through the contact form on their 
website — https://www.dadstreeservice.com/contact.php. And when you speak to them, 
be sure to give them a hearty thank you for their generous support of our community.

I’ll leave you with these wise words from Ron — “Any tree can fall. And if it does, it will 
hit your house, not mine!” We are so fortunate to have a wealth of local, trusted small 
businesses to choose from in the North Springfield community, and Dad’s Tree Service, 
Inc. is no exception. If you need help with your mature trees, don’t delay!  î

Advertise in the NSCA Newsletter!
The NSCA newsletter is distributed to 2,100 homes and your business can be included in 
the newsletter for a very affordable price of $45.00 for a quarter page ad or $30.00 for a 
business card. Another perk of advertising with us is that we feature one of our sponsors 
in every issue in our “Sponsor Spotlight” article!
 If you are interested in advertising your business in our April issue of the NSCA 
Newsletter, email Newsletter@NSCIVIC.org. We have limited advertising space remaining, 
which will be sold on a first come, first serve basis. 
 Thank you to everyone who has advertised with us! And to all North Springfield 
residents, please support these advertising partners and be sure to thank them for 
supporting your neighborhood!  î

mailto:Eric.nelson@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.dadstreeservice.com/contact.php
mailto:Newsletter@NSCIVIC.org


9North Springfield Civic Association JANUARY 2021North Springfield Civic Association S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0

TEEN JOB LIST
The following is a list of teens who are willing to help with pet sitting, babysitting, dog walking, 
pet waste removal, snow removal, car washing and yard work. 
If you would like your teen added to this list, please email newsletter@nscivic.org with their 
contact information and what they would like to help with. Thank you to all the North Springfield 
teens who offer these services to our neighborhood. It is a great way to earn  
some money while providing help for our residents!
NOTE:  Parents of the teens on the NSCA Teen Job List are required to verify all job requests to 
ensure their child’s safety.

Beatrice Johnston (16) 
(H) 703-642-5362
(M) 517-274-8543 
ashsuglt@yahoo.com

Xavier Johnston (14) 
(H) 703-642-5362
(M) 517-274-8543 
ashsuglt@yahoo.com

Michael Oliver (16)
(H) 703-644-9709
irwinkaren@verizon.net

Anna Oliver (15)
(H) 703-644-9709
irwinkaren@verizon.net

L.J. Oliver (13)
(H) 703-644-9709
irwinkaren@verizon.net

Liam McGinity 1* (14)
(H) 253-548-5183
liam_mcginity@bcaemail.org

Megan Brown 2* (16)
(H) 703-866-3044 
ivondale@aol.com

Emily Hawkins (13)
(H) 571-395-0245
emilyhawkins2136@gmail.com

Brian Bernard (13)
(H) 916-792-9401
missrhe81@yahoo.com

Ella Mcginity (13) 
(H) 253-548-5183 
ellamc4g@gmail.com

Nicholas Barney (13) 
(H) 703-321-7721 
lrbarney76@aol.com

Binqi Chen 3* (19) 
(H) 703-973-4038 
bc773@georgetown.edu

Emma Osipchak (13) 
(H) 571-752-1000 
lemmacares06@gmail.com

Kayla Osipchak (16) 
(H) 703-408-0721 
rockinkayla04@gmail.com

Pet
Sitting

Dog
Walking

Snow
Removal

Car
Washing

Yard
Work

Lawn
MowingRaking

Pet
Waste

Removal
Baby-
Sitting

1* Boy Scout, Safesitter Certified (children 3+)        2* Girl Scout Babysitter Training       3* 4-10 year olds, Girl Scout Babysitter Training, lots of experience

Tutoring
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LETTERHEADS • ENVELOPES • BUSINESS CARDS
NEWSLETTERS • SIGNS

5641 - I GENERAL WASHINGTON DRIVE  •  ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22312
703-354-6100  •  FAX: 703-642-0931

info@dpprinting.com • www.dpprinting.com

BUSINESS FORMS • FLYERS • LABELS • BOOKLETS • BROCHURES

North Springfield Swim Club
Looking Ahead to Another Great Summer!

  Opening on Saturday, May 29, 2021
Home of the Dolphins Swim & Dive Teams 

Swim Lessons • Lap Swimming • Gated Baby Pool
Tennis Court • Family Dressing/Bathroom • Playground
Food Truck Fridays • Dolphin Snack Shack • Ping Pong
Sand Volleyball Court • Frisbee Golf • Horseshoe Pit

For membership information contact Ken Balbuena 
membershipnssc@gmail.com 

www.ns-sc.org • Facebook @North.Springfield.Swim.Club

Chrysi’s Day Care
Infants through Preschool
Safe, nurturing environment.
Maximum capacity of four children.  
Our goal is to foster a love of learning. Each day is 
filled with learning-safe activities in include music, 
art, crafts and outdoor play.
Professional provider with 30 years experience.
Fairfax County Permit.
Affordable rates.
Health and Fire inspection
CPR / FIRST AID
MAT
Hours: 7:00 am to 5.30 pm
Conveniently located in North Springfield 
neighborhood off Braddock Road (Exit 210).
We follow all COVID-19 guidelines from the CDC 
and Fairfax County.

CHRYSI KAICLES 
(703) 941-8758 • ckaicles@gmail.com

LEAVE YOUR LANDSCAPE TO THE PROFESSIONALS! 
Mowing

Mulch & edging flower beds 
Trim/Prune bushes 

Weed and clean flower beds 
Brush removal 

Aeration & Seeding 
Leaf removal/Clean up 

Sodding/Turfing 
Drainage solutions 

Retaining wall 
Yearly service plan

Other service(s) upon request

571.242.9500 • LandscapeProsLLC.com

http://www.ns-sc.org
https://www.facebook.com/North.Springfield.Swim.Club/
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Established 1993

Tree trimming,
pruning and
removal

www.dadstreeservice.com
703-799-5844 | 703-569-5774

Stump
grinding

Storm damage
response

Maintain the
health, beauty
and vitality of
your trees!

Ask about our 10% discount for NSCA!

 

PPaatt  iiss  aa  SSeenniioorr  hheellppiinngg  
SSeenniioorrss  wwiitthh::  

• Experienced hands-on guidance with 
the many stages of the process. 

• Sharing intimate knowledge of the types of 
housing for downsizing 

• Unique Marketing for the best price & terms 

• Negotiating and advocating in your best 
interests 

• Taking extra special steps to safely market 
during Covid-19 

I have over 45 years’ experience & am a Senior Real 
Estate Specialist with many satisfied clients. Call me 
now to chat about your needs and how I may help you. 

PAT SAWHNEY 

RE/MAX 100  

Patsawhney42@gmail.com 

703-395-9214 

See my video ad at                 

GetMovingWithPat.com 

Serving North Springfield 
Since 1972*

Bill Amery 
Realtor (R)

Cell: 703-577-7834
E-mail: bill.amery@LNF.com
website: BillHomes.com

* During in the 1970’s, I was delivering the newspaper
to North Springfield on my 10 speed bike!

I’m still here & proud to serve, but in a very different capacity!

Feel free to contact me with any of your 
Real Estate issues or questions.
* Proven track record of Real Estate marketing and success!
* Long & Foster 2020 “Outstanding Service” Award winner!          
* Full Time Agent with over 270+ homes sold!
* North Springfield Homeowner!
* North Springfield Native
* 20 year “Top Producer”

         

*Please email if 
you would like a      
FREE 2021 
Calendar 

I’ll provide you with a “no pressure” 
assessment of your homes value. 
Free advice on current market trends and 

the cost of renovations 
versus selling “As-Is”.  I’ll 
also provide you with 
samples of my custom 
floor plans, virtual staging 
and brochure work.  
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2021 NSCA Membership Drive
By Donna Moore
Happy New Year! We are kicking off our 2021 Calendar Year Membership Campaign 
on January 1st! Your affordable $15.00 annual dues enable the NSCA to maintain North 
Springfield by keeping our neighborhood beautiful and welcoming. It is important that 
we maintain our neighborhoods common areas and entrances. Our entrances are the 
first impressions of our neighborhood, which helps to attract new residents and protect 
our home values. Your dues and donations also support the production of the quarterly 
newsletter which keeps us connected and informed.  
 Please help us meet our 2021 goal of 450 homes with dues paid, which is only 
approximately 20% of the total number of homes in our neighborhood! Become a member 
for the affordable $15.00 dues and help us to meet or exceed our goal!  
 Thank you to the 325 people who paid their dues in Calendar Year 2020. And many 
thanks to all the neighbors who made generous donations over and above their dues, 
including the following donors who have allowed us to publish their names.

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
P R E S I D E NT Craig Delany
president@nscivic.org 

V I C E P R E S I D E NT  Scott Pratt
(571) 238-0574
vp@nscivic.org 

S E C R E TA RY  Julie Steven
secretary@nscivic.org

T R E A S U R E R  Casey Delany
treasurer@nscivic.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
B E AU T I F I C AT I O N  Co-Chairs
Dana Cibulski and Calvin Coleman
(703) 642-0375 (Dana)
beautification@nscivic.org

B R A D D O C K D I S T R I CT C O U N C I L Norma Heck
(703) 256-1332
federation@nscivic.org

C O M M U N IT Y S E RV I C E  Ron Kinzer
(703) 941-6415
community@nscivic.org 

FA I R FA X F E D E R AT I O N VAC A NT

L E G A L/R E G I S T E R E D AG E NT  Dorene Haney
(703) 256-1688
legal@nscivic.org 

M E M B E R S H I P  Donna Moore
(703) 256-7605
membership@nscivic.org

N E I G H B O R H O O D O U T R E AC H VAC A NT

M I N O R IT Y O U T R E AC H  Ivan Carrasco
(703) 462-9474
diverse@nscivic.org 

N E I G H B O R H O O D WATC H  Jeff Schaefer
(703) 307-8499 
watch@nscivic.org
N E W S L E T T E R C O M M IT T E E: 

C O O R D I N ATO R Nancy Moore
(703) 750-2170
newsletter@nscivic.org
E D ITO R  Caryn Chmielewski
G R A P H I C D E S I G N E R  Candy Rogers
W E B M A S T E R  KC Felton

PA R K S & R E C R E AT I O N Cathy Field 
(540) 200-8046
parks@nscivic.org

P L A N N I N G & ZO N I N G  Carey Campbell
(703) 939-0970
zoning@nscivic.org

P TA P R E S I D E NT  Ken Balbuena 
ptapresident.nses@gmail.com
S E N I O R O U T R E AC H Marie Norman
(703) 354-9427
seniors@nscivic.org

NSCA Annual Membership is $15. In addition, your donations are greatly appreciated and help 
us to keep the neighborhood beautiful, safe and connected. We would like to thank you for your 
donation by listing your name in the newsletter and online in the following donation categories: 

B R O N Z E $ 1 0 - $ 2 4  |   S I LV E R $ 2 5 - $ 4 9  |   G O L D $ 5 0+

With your donation of $10 or more (in addition to dues) we will include your name in the appropri-
ate category. If you do not wish your name to be published please check “no.”     o  No

NAME _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

o New Member    o Renewal      (Above information is for NSCA use only. We do not give out or sell to outside parties)

AMOUNT PAID $ ____________ (Mail checks to: PO Box 1007, Springfield, VA 22151. By credit card: mkt.com/nscivic)

o Please help us go Green, check here if you would like to receive the newsletter electronically

I  W I S H TO VO LU NT E E R W IT H N S C A (P L E A S E C H E C K YO U R I NT E R E S TS)

C O NTACT I N F O (If different from above)

NAME ________________________________   EMAIL ____________________________________  PH ____________________

Become a Member! Fill out form below or pay online: mkt.com/nscivic

o  Beautification
o  Neighborhood Watch
o  Planning and Zoning
o  Special Interest Programs
o  Senior Outreach

o  Membership
o  Federation of Citizen Associations
o  Community Social Events
o  Neighbor Welcome Outreach
o  Other  ___________________________

Jeanne and Larry Bond
Ilhan M. Izmirli 
Michael Jones
Bill Maynard
James Darren Parker
Jennifer Porter
Diana D. Steidel
Heather & Dan Vogus

BRONZE ($10–$24)
Jud & Rosemary Barnes
Charles & Marian Bills
Chris & Laura Binz
Robert & Gloria Dawson
Harry & Pam Fierstein

Kathleen & Barry Foer
Doris Van Gorder
Ki Hatch
Audrey H. Huthwaite
My Huynh
Lauren Ingle
Beatrice T. Jones
Frank & Ginny Parsons
James Peterson
Christine Raney
Katherine & Philip Spiess 
Basil & Kathleen Temchatin
Elizabeth Woods

GOLD ($50+)
James H. Hendershot
Kevin & Becky Hoisington
Amy Mahoney
Lynn Kurtz Muys
William Sanders 
Jo & Joanne Sieve 
Dan & Kathleen Sullivan
Ana Tolentino
Kim Yockers
Anthony & Courtney Zerante

SILVER ($25–$49) 
Gale Allen
Artemis & Seth Berry


